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The Global Origins of Land-Related Conflicts in the Arab Region
Dr. Max Ajl, Wageningen University and Research

Max.ajl@wur.nl

When we discuss land-related conflicts, we could be discussing a wide range of questions, related
to who has access to land, what they can do with it, what they can plant on it, who makes decisions
over how the land is used, who controls the surplus. Divisions can occur amongst classes, very
sharply along gendered lines, and within national populations on divisions corresponding to the
legacies of colonialism and slavery and enduring inequalities in access to and use of land.

A classic problematic used to frame such conflicts is the agrarian question, which was in its
traditional form a conceptual lens which meant focus on issues as they related to the political and
planning concerns of the maker and user of the lens. The canonical agrarian question —with aspects
which are still with us today, including in the Arab region — broke down into three fundamental
elements.

They are stylized as AQ 1: first formulated by Engels, was the question of politics. It concerned
the large range of political choices available to radical political parties with reference to the
peasantry under transition. AQ 2 was formulated by Lenin and Kautsky: it concerned the nature of
capitalist development in agriculture, and its implications for the peasantry. AQ 3 was, classically,
a problem less linked to acquiring power and more linked to planning: the role of agricultural
surplus in industrialization. Of course, these all connected to land: would radical political parties
side with the demand for agrarian distribution and see in millenarian (or other!) peasant struggles
for land a struggle they should support? And were the peasants a dying class, or did they have an
enduring place, and why? And were conflicts between the state and the peasantry over surplus
mobilization resolvable?

It is obvious that although radical political parties are in short supply, there endures an AQ 1,
related to how to orient to the peasantry and its manifold demands in so-called post-Arab Spring
political field. In fact, intra-national land struggles endure in places where violence has not swept
over the landscape. They were absolutely central in post-revolutionary Tunisia, where dozens of
land takeovers occurred.

Secondly, of course, there remains an analytical fire-fight over AQ 2: the enduring relevance of
the peasantry: what is the state and role of this actor, what do we know of post-1990 rural social
formations, what obstacles do they face, how are conflict and post-conflict politics reshaping rural
social classes?

Third, AQ 3: the agrarian question of national mobilization of surplus, for industrialization: Arab
countries, especially the larger population centers, are crushed under avalanches of Western debt,
and the mobilization of surplus remains absolutely central.

| offer this conceptual map to re-assert the contemporary relevance of the classical or canonical
agrarian questions. |1 would now like to offer a detour and a conceptual re-molding.

We may also appreciate that the agrarian question, as with all political and social-scientific
questions, does not really occur in a national box, because life does not unroll within national
boxes. Scan the Tunisian press of 1958 and 1959: the Iraqi revolution and Algerian national
liberation struggle, intimately related to land, were front-page news. In 2012, the Syrian ‘conflict,’
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to take a certain formulation, was likewise front-page news. Any agrarian question, in the words
of Philip McMichael, is a local interpretation of a global process. It is a local class conflict
occurring amidst global change, or what Samir Amin calls accumulation on a world-scale.

A second methodological insight and historical revision follows from the first: classical agrarian
questions obscure other questions which are and were not classical because of the theoretical fog
produced by Eurocentric ideology. The question of class formation and a wide internal market in
the US, for example, or how a British radical party would or would not orient to the British
smallholder class was inflected by the world-systemic process of British accumulation. That meant
the historical processes which constituted British accumulation. That meant, especially, the income
deflation and destruction of Indian lives produced by British drain of wealth from India, on the
other hand. And on the other, the settler-genocide in the Americas which enabled the lessening of
the weight of the British smallholders on the land and in cities.

In other words, what looked like a certain set of agrarian problematics was in fact based on a
rejection of entire nations, like the Indigenous or South Asian, right to freely dispose of their lands
and lives, and the rejection of political sovereignty over their land. Canon hides conflict. So we
have a new AQ: that of land and nation, and national sovereignty over the productive forces. We
can call this the AQ of nation. Now, another methodological point: AQs are not static timeless
formulations. History moves and changes. It does not merely bring aspects of the old questions
into view — for example, the world-wide feminist movement bringing the question of women’s
reduced access to land into view, or women’s role in world-wide social reproduction, usually
uncompensated, which has been a continuous feature of the world system. Even these specific
agrarian questions morph and transform.

In the 1940s and 1960s and into the 1970s — but enduring into the present, in places like Zimbabwe,
South Africa, and the United States — the agrarian question of nation was a basic question posed
by the African and Asian national liberation struggles: placing the productive forces, especially
the land, under national-sovereign control. It was Fanon, Mao, and later Cabral who formulated
this question with unprecedented clarity: national liberation required placing those forces under
national-sovereign control. Fanon more than the others formulated the other side of the coin of
national liberation: that draining that wealth had constituted the European development path.

In the modern period, it is war itself, the production of wasted lives and destruction, which serves
accumulation on a world-scale: disorganized and destroyed countries and societies, surrounding
stable settler-colonies like Israel, or oil pools and financial resources as with the Gulf. To secure
their stability requires the destruction and occupation and de-development of the Arab peasantry.

On the one hand, it is clear that national liberation struggles, whether or not explicitly framed as
such, continue to constitute the Arab agrarian question. That does not mean we can reduce Arab
agrarian questions to nation. Political dictatorship, capitalism, gender oppression, and ecological
conflicts remain pertinent. But the national question is the primary contradiction, not to be resolved
first, but which over-determines the contours of other struggles.

To take several cases: is it possible to conceive of a Yemeni path to national sovereign and popular
development when a US war actually devastates its agricultural system on a near daily basis,
through direct targeting? Although the language to make the conflict legible is often no longer
clear, because of language of terrorism, sectarian, proxies, Iran, or other conceptual smoke bombs,
Yemen faces a basic question that its national government is incapable or is constrained from



making sovereign choices over its productive base — for example, terrace restoration, rationalizing
productive choices away from gat — because of the externally-imposed conflict. The old language
of national liberation, the agrarian question of nation, provides a framework to make sense of this
struggle against imperial domination, that of the US and subcontracted to its gulf proxies, and in
turn obscured by endless talk about terror.

A second case: Palestine. Here national liberation confronts the militarized and ongoing primitive
accumulation of a land-base, which reciprocally diverts struggles over the social or democratic
distribution of land to the so-called ‘national’ plane. Such a plane, of course, is still democratic: it
is whether dispensation of land ought to be in the hands of the majority or the minority world, the
latter of which Israel is a part. Land-related conflicts here also touch upon the question of social
surplus in the surrounding region: regional resources, including the people raised upon the land
itself, are burned up in the conflict with Israel rather than as use-values at the democratic use of
the people of the surrounding ‘front-line’ states themselves. And this includes the role of land, in
this case by Israel, and its role as the foundation for further fragmentation of further afield struggles
for land, bread, freedom, and democracy: consider the role of Israel in helping assassinate Mehdi
Ben Barka.

A third case: Syria. Here the actual land-linked resources, such as the northeastern bread-basket or
the oil lands, are not under the sovereign control of the nation-state. ‘Conflict’ cannot be reduced
to intra-national struggles, but one again, face an anterior struggle as outlined by Cabral concerning
national control over the land itself. Resolving internal questions of ecology, gender, and
democracy cannot possibly be resolved without de-alienating the land and restoring it to national-
sovereign control, which is not to say that such struggles have to be sequenced. Rather, the more
the ‘national struggle’ enfolds democratic or gender concerns within its fabric, the stronger the
struggle against the imperialist alienation of land will be.

These three cases — there are others — show how conflicts over land occur within and constitute a
world system of polarized accumulation. Within that system, the national question, or re-
acquisition of sovereign control over land, is central to the internal settlement of democratic,
gender, or ecological conflicts, the shield within which such conflicts can be resolved as to as to
enhance rather than immolate the use-values available to the people.
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INTODUCTION: KEY GLOBAL FRAMEWORKS

e Land & conflict & environment
 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
e Secretary-General’s Guidance Note

* Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Land,
Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security
(VGGTSs)

* New Urban Agenda (NUA)

 UN roles: Land & conflict: Evidence from the field on conflict sensitive
land governance and peacebuilding (UN-Habitat led))
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@ bevilorment GEIALS
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
(SDGS)

| | o | &
* 17 Goals, with Targets & Indicators az e I
.

* Key goals
* Goal 1: No poverty
* Indicator 1.4.2 Proportion of total adult population with secure tenure rights to land

* Goal 5: Gender equality
* |Indicator 5.a Access to ownership & control over land

e Goal 15: Life on land: Protect, restore & promote sustainable use of terrestrial
ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, & halt &
reverse degradation & halt biodiversity loss

* Goal 16: Peace, justice & strong institutions

* |Indicator 16.3 Promote the rule of law at the national & international levels & ensure
equal access to justice

* Different countries have signed onto different indicators



SECRETARY-GENERAL'’S GUIDANCE NOTE/1

* Purpose: Help UN system to be more fit for purpose on

Land and Conflict

e Guiding principles & framework for action by UN entities

across 3 pillars of peace & security, human rights and development
* Coherence across the 3 pillars & between UN entities & partners

* Root causes of conflict (15)
* Politics of exclusion
e Capture of state instruments
e Scarce natural resources — population pressure, land degradation, water
 Competition over natural resources
* Natural resources & criminality — armed groups funding insurgency
* Economic & political competition between power blocks

DNATIONS NATIONS UNIES




SECRETARY-GENERAL’S GUIDANCE NOTE/2

* Key human rights standards/international humanitarian law
(IHL)

* Displacement, refugees & IDPs (destruction & illegal occupation
or sale of forcibly abandoned land & buildings — prohibited)

 Specific civilian objects — e.g. natural environment & cultural property enjoy
special protection

e List of standards: UDHR, CEDAW, Geneva Convention, Pinhero Principles &
more

* Refugees, IDPs, participation & inclusion, non-discrimination, minorities,
security of tenure, women’s equal rights to property, youth & peace building,
forced evictions and FPIC, protection of property, food security, natural
resource management

* Arab Charter on Human Rights (Arts. 25,31,38), Cairo Declaration on Human
Rights in Islam (Art.15)

UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES




VOLUNTARY GUIDELINES ON RESPONSIBLE GOVERNANCE
OF TENURE, FISHERIES AND FORESTS (VGGTS)

* Purpose: Improve the governance of tenure of land, fisheries
& forestry (called land governance)
Voluntary

* Land governance Is about power & the political economy of land.
The power structure is embedded in the land tenure rules which

entrench power relations among individuals (FAO/UNHahitat)

(] GU|d|ng prInCIpIeS VOLUNTARYGUIDELINFSONTHE
» Legitimate tenure right holders covenSponsitle
— fOrma”y recorded OI’ nOt OF LAND, FISHERIES AND FORESTS IN
o Safeguard Iegltlmate rlghtS THE CONTEXT OF NATIONAL FOOD SECURITY

* Provide access to justice for infringements
* Prevent tenure disputes, violent conflicts

» Land tenure practices, land administration olinfl

S



NEW URBAN AGENDA (NUA)

“..increased security of tenure for all, recognizing the plurality of
tenure types, and to developing fit-for-purpose and age-, gender- and
environment-responsive solutions within the continuum of land and
property rights, with particular attention to security of land tenure for
women as key to their empowerment, including through effective
administrative systems.” (New Urban Agenda. no. 35)
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LAND & CONFLICT: EVIDENCE FROM THE FIELD ON
CONFLICT SENSITIVE LAND GOVERNANCE
&PEACEBUILDING

* UN housing, land & property (HLP) roles
 Political & peacekeeping missions (Including security assets)
» Mediation, good offices, dialogue
 State building

« Community empowerment
 HLP is small but critical part of larger programs
* Non mission
* Recovery & rehabillitation
* Technical assistance
* Funding from UN Security Council, donors




RIO CONVENTIONS

* UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)

» Achieving land degradation neutrality (LDN) and combatting
desertification, land degradation and drought — land & ecosystem
restoration

 MENA countries setting specific voluntary LDN targets (e.g. Syria,
Iraqg, Iran, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Tunisia, Sudan, Niger,
Morocco, Mauritania, Mali, Egypt, Algeria)

 UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCCQC)

 Stabilizing GHG emissions (1/4 global emissions from land use
change — IPCC)

« UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
» Conservation of biological diversity



CONCLUSION

» Stakeholders using UN international standards
* Analysing land, conflict & environment standards together

» Adapting global frameworks to national contexts
 What already exists?
* What can be put on the negotiating table?

» Conflict sensitive land governance and peacebuilding for a healthy
planet and healthy people
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HOW TO DO A ROOT CAUSE ANALYSIS OF LAND
AND CONFLICT FOR PEACE BUILDING

Ombretta Tempra, Land Specialist, UN-Habitat ombretta.tempra@un.org



WHY A TOOL FOR ROOT CAUSE ANALYSIS ON LAND & CONFLICT?

* Root causes of violent conflicts — one being land —were identified in key UN reform
documents, but conflict analysis frameworks had a significant gaps about land,;

= This prevented UN and non-UN organisations to systematically and adequately
look at the land and conflict nexus in the conflict cycle (prevention, resolution,
peace building, stabilisation and development).

 To address this gap, the Root Cause Analysis Framework of Land and Conflict
was developed (to complement existing analysis frameworks). It mirrors the UN

SG Guidance Note on ‘The United Nations and Land & Conflict’ (2019).

UNGHABITAT g &> GLTN

FOR A BETTER URBAN FUTURE




1."Weak governance

2. Capture of state
instruments

3. Politics of exclusion

4. Population pressure

E. Powerty

fi. Ecomomic and po-
litical competition
between global and’
or regional powsar
blocks

7. Naticn State frag-
mentation

8. Criminality

9. Plural legal systems

10. Scarce natural
resources induding
land

11. Natural Resource
exploitation

12 Water scarcity

13. Exploitative trade
and investment

14. Chaotic urbaniza-
tian

15. Weak land
administration and
managemeant

Dysfunctional land administration systems and
woak capacity of land-related irstitutions:
Imakility to sole land-related disputes;

Capture of state land institutions and recards for
political andfor finandal purposes

L=nd grabbing by a group in power

Large-scake land scarcity;
Youth bulge without secure land rights

Homelessness and slums prevalence;

Unequal acces: 1o land;

Historical discriminstions against the poor;

Fooid inserurity because of lim ted acress to land
for livelihood opportunities

Competition between countries and their investors
for productive land in other countries;
Transnational conflict leading to flows of refu-
gess, illegal natural resaurces and arms betwesn
countries

|dentity groups grabi land fram other ethinic /
religious groups

Rewenue from land and natural resources used by
criminals linked to rekel groups

Competition over the use of natural resources
bebween private investors and indigenous groups
and their group farms of land rights

Fopulation pressures and competition over increas-
ingly scarce resources including land;
Scardty of usable land;

Armied groups control lsnd far natural resaurce
extractian to fund their insurgency

Land is indirectly part of many disputes linked to
water access and allocation

Inadequate land laws ta manage the demand
for state land by inwestars and no protection for
ocoupants on the state land.

Migraticn puts pressure on hest communities for
infrastructure and semvices supply, land and rental
markets, shertage of housing and

Denial of access, use, or control of land;
Competing land daims;

Land grabs;

Weak |and dispute resclution medchanisms

Dizplaced population settlerments and/or
retums after wars,

Grabs of state lard

Actions to displece ethnic # religious groups;
Elertions or coups;

Displacement and migratian;
Food insecurity, famine,

Land grabbing by the state of indiogznous/
customary land.

Land grabs by irvestors linked t= armed
aroups andfor natianal interests;
Refugesf IDF migration;

Armed insurgencies

Invasicn of territery

Internaticonal criminals moving into the area

Expansion of control of national institutions
into kocal indigencusfcustomary area to the
detrimant of local cornm unities

Desertification:
Matural disaster {mudslides, fleoding,
hurricanes, earthguakes, tsunamis...}

Rebel mowements. Investors.

Clean water shortages

Investers acquiring kand to the detriment of
vulrerable ores

Refuges, IDP lows and migration and rapid
urban population growth.

Elertions or coups; Land grabs;
Establishment of |arge infrastructure that

impacts large number of pecple (2.0 dame);

Politicization and manipulaticn of land
dsputes

THE TOOL

Download it from www.qgltn.net

https://glth.net/download/root-cause-analysis/

&> GLTN

GLOBAL LAND TO0OL NETWORK


http://www.gltn.net/
https://gltn.net/download/root-cause-analysis/

:zgll:.tl;: TRIGGER } ANALYSIS FOR
PROGRAMMING

= The tool is an interdisciplinary analysis framework that helps building a common
understanding and thinking strategically how to address the land and conflict nexus.

= The tool helps asking the right questions and distinguishing root causes, proximate
factors and triggers of conflict;

= This will lead to improving the programming of land-related intervention for
conflict prevention / resolution and peace building.

FACILITATED BY:
UN@HABITAT 20 GLTN
FOR A BETTER URBAN FUTURE GLOBAL LAND TOOL NETWORK




IS S O CONFLICT IDENTIFIED?

. Weak governance
. Capture of state instruments
. Politics of exclusion
. Population pressure
. Poverty
. Economic and political competition between global and/or regional power blocks
. Nation State fragmentation
. Criminality
. Plural legal systems
10.Scarce natural resources including land
11.Natural Resource exploitation
12.Water scarcity
13.Exploitative trade and investment
14.Unregulated urbanisation
15.Weak land administration and management
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ROOT CAUSES OF EXAMPLES OF LAND- EXAMPLES OF LAND-

RELATED RELATED
SRR PROXIMATE FACTORS TRIGGERS
Politics of exclusion Land grabbing by a Actions to displace
group in power ethnic / religious groups

FACILITATED BY:
uN@HABTAT & GLTN
FOR A BETTER URBAN FUTURE GLOBAL LAND TOOL NETWORK



NN, SOMALIA

The roll out in Jubaland,
Somalia for an analysis &
recommendations on
addressing the land and
conflict nexus
(UNSOM+UNDPA+UN-Habitat
Country Office/UPDB + GLTN)

Findings - 11 root causes of
conflict divided in 3 categories:
environmental, socio-economic
and governance related.

ROOT CAUSES OF CONFLICT IN JUBALAND

ENVIRONMENTAL

1 | Scarce natural resources including (fertile) land and water

2 | Natural resources exploitation
SOCIO ECONOMIC

3 |Population pressure

4 |Poverty

5 | Criminality and terrorism

6 |Unregulated and exploitative investment
GOVERNANCE-RELATED

7 | Weak governance

8 |Weak land administration

9 |Politics of exclusion

10 | Capture of state instruments

11 | Chaotic urbanisation

ACILITATED BY:
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ROOT CAUSES
OF CONFLICT

LAND-RELATED PROXIMATE FACTORS

VIOLENT CONFLICTS

TRIGGERS OF

LAND-RELATED
RECOMMENDATIONS

ENVIRONMENTAL

Scarce natural
resources
including land
and water;

Natural
resources
exploitation

Scarcity of land for pastures &
unsustainable increase of livestock;
Unrecognized and undefined land
rights of pastoralist communities;
Breakdown of governance systems
controlling the use of natural
resources;

Increasing inadequacy of Xeer Law
and its implementation mechanisms
related to use of land and water;
Private livestock enclosures, excluding
others from using land perceived as
communal;

Environmental degradation &
destruction of the environment by
charcoal production;

Droughts;
Destruction of
farms by livestock;
Excessive
consumption of
water or pasture
by a group to the
detriment of
another:
Destruction of
grazing land by
charcoal
producers.

= Assess the capacity of the

territory to sustain livestock,
farming and charcoal
production;

Undertake participatory
demarcation of migratory
routes;

Define & recognize
community rights of
pastoralists and rural
communities.

Strengthen land dispute
resolution mechanisms;
Mitigate the impact of droughts,
especially in conflict-prone
areas;

RK



ROOT CAUSES
OF CONFLICT

LAND-RELATED PROXIMATE FACTORS

TRIGGERS OF VIOLENT
CONFLICTS

LAND-RELATED
RECOMMENDATIONS

GOVERNANCE-RELATED /1

Weak
governance

= Weak land-related institutions (lacking
legitimacy, clear roles and mandate,
capacity and resources)

= Legally pluralistic system (statutory,
customary and religious laws);

= Unclear land rights (ownership, customary
and use rights);

= No adequate policy, legal, admin. and
institutional frameworks;

Weak land
administratio
n

= Majority of land is unregistered (no
functioning land registration system);

= Impossibility to acquire land ownership
‘legally’;

= Widespread land grabbing;

= Customary land disputes resolution system
functioning but with important limitations;

» Formal land dispute resolution system
(courts) partially functioning and only in
urban areas;

= Disconnect between the two.

= Large inflow of
population (returns,
displacement,
migration);

= Inflow of external capital
requiring large portions of
land (agriculture,
humanitarian interventions,
infrastructure);

= Conflicts over land
escalate into violence and
killings and assume
community / clan
dimensions;

= Forced evictions;

= Politicization or
manipulation of land
disputes;

» Reforms introduced
change the power balance
of groups and clans;

= Analyse and reform the land rights
system and the related land tenure
categories;

= Promote coordination, alignment and
harmonization among the different
laws used;

= Harmonize, align and ensure
coordination among statutory,
traditional and religious institutions,
with focus on their land governance
and dispute resolution functions;

= Strengthen institutions;

= Develop adequate policy and legal
frameworks;

= Establish fit-for-purpose land
administration, including incremental
approaches to improve what is in
place;

= Strengthen and capacitate land
institutions; Strengthen dispute
resolution mechanisms;



ROOT CAUSES
OF CONFLICT

LAND-RELATED PROXIMATE FACTORS

TRIGGERS OF VIOLENT
CONFLICTS

LAND-RELATED RECOMMENDATIONS

GOVERNANCE-RE

LATED /2

Politics of = Land dispossession of smallholder farmers and | Forced eviction; = Revise the definition of ‘IDP’ to better
exclusion weaker communities; = Elections or coups; reflect the complexities on the ground
= Exclusion of minority groups, IDP » Radicalization and and to redefine the HLP rights of
communities’ and returnees from accessing the| violent extremism; marginalised communities;
full range of land rights and marginalization in = Prevent / revert the segregation of
IDP settlements’; vulnerable communities;
= Spatial, social and economic segregation of
vulnerable communities;
Capture of = Armed and terrorist groups take up = Confrontations escalate (= Increase legitimacy and capacity of
state government’s functions; into violent conflicts; state institutions dealing with land;
instruments = Clans/ groups capture state instruments to the
advantage of their group;
= Dysfunctional land registration; = Escalation of = Plan for compact city growth and
Chaotic = Contested land claims on a large scale; conflicts over land,; integrated, serviced urban

urbanisation

= Grabbed open spaces and vacant land;

= Haphazard spatial urban development;

= Urban expansion taking place in an un-
serviced and unsustainable manner;

= Spatial, social and economic segregation of
vulnerable (IDP communities’)

= Spatial/ social/

economic
segregation leads to
social unrest and
violence;

= Radicalization and

development;

= Establish community-based fit-for-
purpose land administration;

= Ensure that land markets are well
regulated and functioning;



SCHEMATIC REPRESENTATION OF THE MOST COMMON TIPOLOGIES OF LAND CONFLICTS IN KISMAYO

Land use conflicts
between
pastoralists,
farmers and urban
residents

Conflicts between
IDPs and host
communities (see
also IDP
settlements map)

Grabbing of open
spaces and
vacant land in
every area of the
city
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BT ED RECOMMENDATIONS

Reconceptualize the fundamental concepts related to land rights
using the continuum of land rights

Fit-for purpose land administration

Strengthen dispute resolution mechanisms

Policy and legal frameworks

Strengthen land institutions

Manage the use of natural resources

Combat land grabbing and forced evictions

Provide land tenure security for displaced people and landless poor
Planned urban growth

O Focus on women and youth’s access to land and livelihood

o
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UN:

HLP Rights Recognition in Post-Conflict Setting - Iraqg

UN-HABITAT IRAQ

MUSLIM QAZIMI
HOUSING, LAND AND PROPERTY RIGHTS SUB-CLUSTER COORDINATOR AND PROGRAMME MANAGER



COUNTRY CONTEXT (1)

Sinjar, located in northern Iraq, is one of the main settlement
areas of the Yazidis.

R.C. Politics of exclusion

From the 1970s, the Ba'ath regime enforced Arabization of
< P.F Land grabbing

northern lrag, confiscating land and properties of Iraqi minorities

to increase political control over them and to enforce
demographic changes.

These discriminatory policies and practices particularly targeted
the Yazidis in Sinjar, resulting Iin forced relocation of
approximately 100,000 Yazidis from their original settlements to
11 residential complexes.

R.C. Capture of State
Yazidis were never allowed to register their housing and land Instruments

rights, even after the fall of the Ba'ath regime. P.F Lack of access to the
land registration system

16
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INTERVENTION (1)

Address the housing, land and property rights of Yazidis to improve the
possibilities for sustainable return of displaced populations

Supporting and advocating for the Housing, Land and Property rights
of IDPs rights of IDPs in Iraq with a strong focus on vulnerable
minorities whose enjoyment of HLP rights has been prevented by
discriminatory practices as well as on the population most affected by
recent violent conflict.

Facilitate to sustainable returns of vulnerable minorities by resolving
property disputes through mediation which will prevent further conflict
fueled by land disputes and will promote peacebuilding.

Allow Yazidis to access property compensation scheme and restitution
+ registration of HLP rights



INTERVENTION (2)

Dealing with unresolved claims:

Mapping and digital collection of HLP
claims and development of a database
with the use of mobile technologies.

Registration of HLP claims through
document verification and endorsement by
the community and local authorities.

Integrating data to STDM tool which
facilitates the recognition of informal rights,
record history of parcels, vectorize
boundaries and generate reports and
certificates
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INTERVENTION (3) o Ao pecriii e

e— olaad

HLP documentation and Advocacy for
recognition of ownership rights: ¥ oan i

Issue, restore certificates to prove
occupancy/ownership rights of displaced e A e o
persons/ returnees g i

UN-Habitat drafted a legal decree to formally - Kealod B
recognize HLP rights of Yazidis L B el B,
- gt
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2 INTERVENTION (4)

Peaceful resolution of land and
property disputes through local
mediation initiatives

-Training on mediation to young
generation

-Licensed the mediators to resolve HLP Vb Nt -~ medlatorm“a ,,.?&

_&k

\,’ e~
ot e, _’_“2_ —

disputes

- Awareness-raising session with
special consideration to women

- Hold sessions when distributing
occupancy certificates
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INTERVENTION (5)

Supporting HLP claims for property
compensation:

Supporting the restitution lost or
destroyed documentation to support
claims for compensation for damaged
or destroyed property.

Provide legal assistance to displaced
persons/returnees to file their HLP
claims.
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INNOVATIONS

Digital mapping and registration of HLP claims: through field team deployment the program conducts
profiling and mapping of HLP claims..

When an HLP claim over land and property is registered all members of the household are registered.

Application of the Social Tenure Domaine Model with support from the Global Land Tool Network. The
STDM model allow to register a wide spectrum of rights over land and property, making it suitable for
complex, post-conflict contexts such as Northern Iraq.

Acknowledgement of the HLP rights of ‘overlooked’ vulnerable groups, with a strong gender component,
such as the registration of HLP rights of female heads of household, widows and second spouses.

Introduction in Iraq of mediation as an alternative mechanism for conflict resolution under international
standards and applied to property disputes.



KEY FIGURES

+/ The programme has so far benefited over 6,262 households/37,532
members of the Yazidi community in Northern Irag.

+ 356 property disputes were addressed through mediation, benefiting 712
households.

v More than 350 households have received legal assistance to register
their claim for compensation for property damaged or destroyed, In
accordance with Iraqgi law.

+ 6,000 people have participated in awareness raising activities related to
HLP rights



EMERGING OUTCOMES

With this program, the housing, land and property rights of the
Yazidi population in Sinjar are acknowledged for the first time.
For most of these families this is the first time that they receive
documents for their property and land.

Outstanding results from the mediation process to address land
disputes: 86% of the cases addressed successfully reached
ended up in an agreement between patrties.

The decree being signed will formally address some of the
underlying root causes of conflict in the region / country (politics
of exclusion, capture of state instruments).

It will also formalise a conflict sensitive fit for purpose land
administration approach (STDM / participatory mapping)

R.C. Politics of exclusion
P.F Land grabbing

R.C. Capture of State
Instruments

P.F Lack of access to the land
registration system

R.C. Weak land administration and
land management (land disputes
resolution function)

R.C. Weak land administration and
land management (fit for purpose
land registration)




LAND CONFLICTS AND THEIR CAUSES

Babette Wehrmann, 16.3.2021



Land conflicts can have many causes:

 Political causes and interests
« Economic and financial causes and interests
e Socioeconomic causes
 Sociocultural causes

« Demographic causes
 Legal and juridical causes

e Administrative causes

» Technical causes

« Ecological causes

e Criminality, corruption, fraud
 Psychological motivation

But how are these causes linked and how do
they contribute to the conflict?



Let us start with what i1s often considered cause number 1:

Shortcomings in land policy, land administration and land management

Objective Area of land administration Critical aspects
and management Political will Rules and Implementa
regulations tion
Land administration

Securing property |e  Land rights recognition

rights e Land registration
e Land information systems
e Land valuation
Security of tenure e  Expropriation and
compensation
Required base: e Rule of law -

Land management
Regulating property | ¢ Land use planning
rights e Land readjustment

e Land consolidation

e  Buffer zone management
Sustainable land use

Required base: e  Common ethical principles I I




Causes for shortcomings in land policy, land
administration and land management

e Lack of knowhow

e Lack of skills

e Lack of staff

« Staff not sufficiently/adequately trained
* Financial means

» Corruption caused by need (insufficient salaries) and greed

But are shortcomings in land policy, land administration and management
indeed causes of land conflicts?



If short comings in land policy, land administration and
land management are causes of land conflicts,

« there should always be land conflicts, when there are shortcomings in
land policy, land administration and land management...
... Which is not true.

« there should not be any land conflicts, if land policy, land administration
and land management are functioning...
... Which is not true either.

So, what are then the causes of land conflicts?



People's interests and how they deal with them determine whether a conflict
oCCurs

| control this land!

Weak or dysfunctional land administration and land management only act as
catalysts for land conflicts — selfish individual interests are the real causes

https://pixabay.com



Land conflicts

*

*

f

Need
Versus
Greed

Taking advantage of the
shortcomings in inefficient
land administration and
management

Ignoring functioning land
administration and
management

Manipulating land policy,
administration and
management

1

!

People’s (selfish) interests




People’s interest are shaped by their material and emotional needs.
Sometimes those needs are shaped by deeper psychological motivations.

(Land) Conflict

f
Behaviour
t
Attitude/Position
)
Interests

e ™~

Material Needs <--->  Emotional Needs
X 3

Psychological Motivation (fears and desires)




Land conflicts

f f f
Taking advantage of the Ignoring functioning land Manipulating land policy,
shortcomings in inefficient administration and administration and
land administration and management management
management
$ t ’
People’s (selfish) interests
f t

A

Material needs resulting in interests Emotional needs resulting in interests

A A

Psychological motivation (desires and fears)




Peoples needs as well as their psychological motivations are easily
affected by changes of the general conditions, such as:

A new policy or legislation

* A financial or economic crisis, an inflation
A draught

* A natural disaster

e A war



Land conflicts

f f f
Taking advantage of the Ignoring functioning land Manipulating land policy,
shortcomings in inefficient administration and administration and
land administration and management management
management
$ t ’
People’s (selfish) interests
f t

Material needs resulting in interests

A

Emotional needs resulting in interests

A A

Psychological motivation (desires and fears)

i

Drought/desertification

Underlying causes and triggers
Political situation, economic and financial situation,
socioeconomic situation, socio-cultural situation, demographic
situation, legal and juridical situation or ecological situation

Changing environmental, demographic, social, socioeconomic,
economic, legal ... conditions and institutional change

Nationalisation

Population growth
Financial crisis

Privatisation
(Civil) War Economic crisis




The complexity of causes of land conflicts - summary

» Dysfunctional land administration and land management (caused by
lack of financial means, capacity, weak governance etc.) only act as
catalysts for land conflicts.

 People's interests and how they deal with them determine whether a
conflict occurs.

 People’s interest are shaped by their material and emotional needs.

 Sometimes those needs are shaped by deeper psychological
motivations.

 Peoples needs as well as their psychological motivations are easily
affected by changes of the general conditions.

What does this mean for land conflict analysis?



Land conflict analysis needs to focus on:

 The interests and needs (and psychological motivations) of the conflict
parties

 The land governance situation (land policy, land laws, land
administration and management) and the factors influencing it

» The general political, economic, financial, social, cultural, demographic,
legal, juridical and ecological situation

For all three aspects, different tools for analysis are available.



Tools for land conflict analysis

Tool 1: Rapid Land Tenure Assessment (RaTA)

Tool 2: Land conflict stakeholder analysis

Tool 3: Gender analysis in the context of land conflict assessment
Tool 4: Learning history for conflict analysis

Tool 5: Socio-drama re-enacting the land conflict

Tool 6: Analysis of Disputants Mode (AGATA)

Tool 7: Rapid Assessment of Land Tenure Conflicts — a set of tools to
analyse land conflicts



Toolbox Il: Measures and tools to solve land disputes

Awareness raising tools creating mutual understanding
 Tool 8: Socio-drama
 Tool 9: Street theatre and puppet theatre

. Tool 10

: Radio plays, TV soaps and spots as well as YouTube media

Land administration and management tools

. Tool 11:
. Tool 12:
. Tool 13:
. Tool 14:
. Tool 15:
. Tool 16:
. Tool 17:
. Tool 18:
. Tool 19:
. Tool 20:

Handling maps

Inventorying and recording

Participatory mapping

Surveying

Land tenure rights analysis and creation of tenure security

Participatory enumeration and people managed resettlement

Participatory land use planning for land conflict resolution

Participatory land readjustment, land sharing and land pooling

Establishing fair compensation

Institutional analysis and advice to ensure proper land administration, land management and

public land management
Legal tools and measures

. Tool 21
. Tool 22
e Tool 23
. Tool 24
e Tool 25
e Tool 26

. Legal analysis/assessment and advice

: Recognizing customary tenure rights

: Public land recovery

. Local land use conventions/agreements

: Moratorium

: Legal empowerment, in particular legal aid and measures to increase egal literacy

Tools and measures to improve land dispute resolution

. Tool 27
. Tool 28

: Land dispute resolution assessment
: Measures to improve the institutional set-up for land conflict resolution



Toolbox Ill: Measures and tools to prevent land disputes

Awareness raising measures and the promotion of preventive strategies
* Tool 29: Research and widespread communication of the results

 Tool 30: Education and training

 Tool 31: Advocacy

Land administration and management tools

 Tool 32: From systematic recording and registration of all legitimate land tenure rights to fit-for-purpose
land administration

 Tool 33: From public land inventories to responsible public land management

» Tool 34: Participatory land use planning for land conflict prevention

 Tool 35: Creation of standards for surveying, registration, valuation, land use planning, construction, etc.

* Tool 36: Leveraging land value (increases)

* Tool 37: Participatory land policy development and implementation

Legal tools and measures promoting ethic values and improving legislation
 Tool 38: Land tenure regularization

* Tool 39: Codes of conduct

* Tool 40: Improving legislation

* Tool 41: Disseminating information on land laws, rights and duties

Assessments and monitoring for land conflict prevention

 Tool 42: Land governance assessment

 Tool 43: Land tenure impact assessment

 Tool 44: Gender land tenure (impact) assessment

* Tool 45: Impact assessment and monitoring of large-scale land-based investments

Additional measures beyond the land sector

* Tool 46: Public and private investment in the housing market

 Tool 47: Improving transparency over large-scale land-based investments prior to decision-making
» Tool 48: Respecting free, prior and informed consent (FPIC) in relation to land acquisition
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in the Arab Region
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Towards a New Paradigm for Sustainable Development in Rural and Urban areas.
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Assistant Professor, Planning and Sustainable Development Policies.
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Virtual Expert Group Meeting, 16-17 March 2021 Land and Conflicts in the Arab Region
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

= The conflict in Syria has entered its eleventh year with no political solution in sight.

= The Syrian crisis is considered as one of the largest and most destructive contemporary humanitarian crisis in the
modern world: Figure 1: Syria is facing a triple crisis.

{ COVID-19

2020- now

= Conflict for 10 years, (2011-now).

* (Climate Change and waves of drought (2000-2010).

Climate

Change

: 2000-

= COVID-19 Pandemic (2020- now). 2010
10 years
of Conflict
This conflict has left very large economic and social damages, destroyed 2011-now

infrastructure and lead to a sharp contraction in the national economy and created
the largest humanitarian refugee crisis in the modern world.

Source: Roula MAYA
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Virtual Expert Group Meeting, 16-17 March 2021 Land and Conflicts in the Arab Region
SITUATION ANALYSIS: 10 YEARS OF CONFLICT (2011- NOW)

Figure 2: The number of Syrian refugees in neighboring countries on
17 February, 2021.

In March 2011, the number of population in Syria
was 21,4 million before the conflict began.

{ ‘s
-'aq-‘\nta\ya&

It is estimated that the conflict has claimed over 400,000 lives.

About 2 million wounded, a large percentage of them
disabled (each dead corresponds to 5 wounded).

The national poverty rate exceeded 80 % in 2021.

= About 5,584,889 Syrian refugees in 4 February 2021.

= There is 9,3 million people in Syria were considered food e
insecure, with one million severely food insecure. _ . L f'@h

Source: R. MAYA based on the data of UNHCR 2021, and satellite images Google earth 2014.

The conflict has led to the destruction and weakening of the economic and social infrastructure and strongly
impacted people life’s and safety in all dimensions.




Virtual Expert Group Meeting, 16-17 March 2021 Land and Conflicts in the Arab Region

SITUATION ANALYSIS: CLIMAT CHANGE 2000-2010

= Even before the conflict, ACSAD was announced in 2009 the regional early

warning for desertification. Figure 3: Lands in Syria Vulnerable to
drought.
= Desertification: 68 Per cent of lands in Syria are susceptible to desertification.

22% 27%

= Drought: The waves of drought which faced Syria hetween 2000- 2010 increasing q
desertification caused by climate change and human factors and lead to lands
degradation, Flora and Fauna and human communities.
=  Forced displacement: The drought forced around 60 thousands of farming families mHIGH =MOD =LOW ENO
to leave their homes and lands and moved to cities for searching alternative work Source: R. MAYA based on (ACSAD, 2009:14).

after several unproductive years hetween 2007-2009.

Therefore, Syria faced climate and drought crisis, which aggravates food insecurity and poverty status before 2011.

llllllll
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Virtual Expert Group Meeting, 16-17 March 2021 Land and Conflicts in the Arab Region

SITUATION ANALYSIS: COVID- 19 PANDAMIC (2000- NOW)

= According to OCHA (Syria, Feh.2021), the number of COVID-19 cases reported B ) COVID-19
by the Ministry of Health (MoH): A g

= 14,048 COVID-19 cases (921 fatalities, 7,561 recovered).

" The number of teachers/administrative staff have recorded 1,263 infection and included 11 death of teachers and three
school doctors in only January 2021.

COVID-19 lockdown measures were rising food and fuel prices by more than 200 % in less than a year. Now, the basic
food basket cost 76,000 Syrian Pounds (20 times higher than pre-crisis cost).

= Exchange rates make it more difficult for families to meet their basic needs. Evaluation and volatility of the informal
SYP/USD exchange rate. The informal exchange rate was around SYP 694 in 2019. After a record low in June 2020
(approximately SYP 3,200 to US$ 1). In June 2020, the Central Bank of Syria devalued the official exchange rate to SYP
1,256 to US$ 1).

In addition to multiple crisis related to conflict and climate change the COVID-19 related factors has affected heavy
negative the fragile socio-economic.




Virtual Expert Group Meeting, 16-17 March 2021 Land and Conflicts in the Arab Region

IMPACT OF TRIPLE CRISIS: SYRIA AT THE HEAD OF FOOD INSECURITY MAP

Figure 4: The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2020- FAO.

The Arab World
= Egypt: 4,5 million.

Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations

GO DOWNLOAD THE REPORT

SDG INDICATOR 2.1.1 -
= Morocco: 1,3 million. PREVALENCE OF

Sudan: 7,5 million. UNDERNOURISHMENT (POU)
= Mavritania: 0,3 million. 000

. — The number of undernourished people in the world continued to o s N i N /f
- Syrul . 9. 3 mi I I ion. increase in 2019. If recent trends are not reversed, the SDG 2.1 Zero | (. § N {1 -
Hunger target will not be met. Haz = : it

= Tunisia: 0,5 million.

£ MALAWI

According 1'0 WFP, in Apl‘i' 2020, @ Number of undernourishment (millions) - | : ;ﬁ :
9’ 3 mi I I io n peo p I e i n 5yriu were @ Percentage of undernourishment (percentage) :Eﬂm ‘ o
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Virtual Expert Group Meeting, 16-17 March 2021 Land and Conflicts in the Arab Region

IMPACT OF TRIPLE CRISIS: SYRIA AT THE HEAD OF FOOD INSECURITY MAP

Figure 5: Impact of triple crisis on food security

= For many currently living in Syria, the current socio-economic situation
represents some of the most challenging humanitarian conditions experienced

COVID -19 in the past ten years of crisis.
2020- now

eProductivit ; ;
« Violence Armed Degradatiqn of reduced. ! Poverty .E:\,c\,r:fSIng of purchasing
No political Conflicts. + Edelieinle, ePrices increased. & « Food deprivation.
solution «Severe Economic ekl el * Loss of jobs. EIGNUNETNIO | £y oot age of living are
Sanctions. environmental * Degradation of increasing decreasing.
10 years e Crisis of refugees. context livelihoods. « Absence of Safety and

. Security.
of Conflict

2011-now
= 80 percent of the Syrian people’s live below the poverty line.

= Increase of severe and chronic malnutrition.

= 9,3 million people in Syria were considered in food insecure.
Source: Roula MAYA
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Virtual Expert Group Meeting, 16-17 March 2021 Land and Conflicts in the Arab Region

IMPACT OF TRIPLE CRISIS: URBANIZATION & LAND DEGRADATION

Figure 6: Percentage pf population in urban and rural Figure 7: Urban Population by size class of urban
areas in Syria. settlement in Syria.
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population, 1950 to 2050,

Source: United Nations. Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Dynamics, World Urbanization Prospects 2018.
https://population.un.org/wup/Country-Profiles/




Virtual Expert Group Meeting, 16-17 March 2021

IMPACT OF TRIPLE CRISIS: URBANIZATION & LAND DEGRADATION

Acceleration of Urban development from 51,9 per cent in 2000 to 55,5 per cent in 2020.

Urbanization recorded 76% in certain cities by the end of 2014 . Figure 8: Trends of Urbanization in Syria & World in 100 years.

100

(o)
o

40 % (3,2 million) of IDPs in Syria are being hosted in cities in
Aleppo, Lattakia, Tartous and several cities in Rural Damascus.

banization %.
~ (o]
o o

By this accelerated rates urbanization affects food systems. The % 60
Agriculture contributed about 16 per cent of the Syrian economy until & *°
2010; and this percentage decreased to 9,5 percent in 2014. 40

Percenta

30
Around 35% of urban schools are not operating due to damage or to 20
occupation. 10

More than 50% of hospitals in cities are not operational. ’

Around 760,000 housing units in Syrian cities were damaged.

29.6

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

==@==Percentage of Urban people in Syria

World Urbanization Prospects 2018.

Historic and traditional urban centers were massively destroyed
(Aleppo, Homs, Deir ez-Zor, Dara'a, Douma, and Daraya).

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change Confirmed that:

“Effective land administration ensures preparedness and resilience, participatory and inclusive land use planning,

https://population.un.org/wup/Country-Profiles/

2000

2010

=@==Percentage of urban people in the World

Land and Conflicts in the Arab Region

71.9

68.4

2050

Source: Roula MAYA, based on Data of United Nations. Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Dynamics,

monitoring of land-cover change, sustainable resource management, building back better, and the protection of our

planet’s natural resources and environment for future generations”.
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PATHWAYS FOR EFFICTIVE LAND ADMINISTRATION

Figure 9: Nine Pathways of the Framework for Effective Land Administration.

“Effective land administration supports poverty

eradication, food security, and can support

ensuring dignity and  equality  through Sy b

Awareness

Q

Framework for Effective

Land Administrati
land relationships in all forms, not with standing Copacty 9 ond Adinirair
Education

the potential to undermine dignity when the % oq
UN-GGIM, May 2020. Parinerships :
Standards

documenting, recording and recognizing people to

information is misused”.

Source: United Nations Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management (UN-GGIM). (May 2020, P: 18)
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LAND ADMINISTRATION & PLANNING SYSTEMS IN SYRIA

Figure 10: The planning systems in Syria at National, Regional, Local, and sectoral levels.
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LAND ADMINISTRATION IS THE KEY TOOL TO ASSURE FOOD SECURITY IN SYRIA

Land and Conflicts in the Arab Region

Spatial
framework

Institutional

Legal framework

framework

Challenges

The multiplicity of authorities in Syria, the
absence of a clear strategy for land:
Administration, Use, Tenure & Development.

Rapid urbanization 55% and 76% in hosted
cities. Informal housing more than 45%.

Land degradation, in equitable spatial urban/
rural land use.

9.3 million people in food insecurity.

Land tenure system:

38% private lands, 62 % State lands.

Loss of a lot of ownership documents for
housing and lands.

Increased disputes related to housing, land and
property rights for vulnerable people.

Discriminatory legislation, inheritance laws and
gender and fragile categories as women.

Weakness in human and institutional
capacities (DATA).

Lack of financing for land management.

Lack of public participation in land policies.

Goals

Outcomes

National
Program for
urban/rural
agriculture

implemented

& Public
Participation

enhanced

Institutional
Capacity

Development
strengthened

Priority Actions/Outputs

Establishing a reference entities to lead
Land Administration System in Syria

Establishing and implementing a new
paradigm for Land Administration in Syria.

Developing new land development policies
based on SDGs; urban regeneration,
equitable spatial urban/rural Land Use.

Developing an integrated tenure System
securing land and property rights for all.

Establishing ownership and recording
system and providing people with tenure

documents.
Developing new fair legislations for

property rights, inheritance, vulnerable
neonle.

Developing Legislation based on reserving
natural resources and land use standards.

Strengthening the Institutional, Data, ICT &
Human Capacities.

Establishing a transparent financing system
for land management with multilateral
partnerships (Government, Local, private,
international).

Strengthening the public participation in
land use & development policies.

Innovation

Governance, Institutions
& accountability

Standards

Policy and legal

Partnership

Advocacy and
Awareness

- Capacity & Education
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CONCLUSIONS AND MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS FOR REACHING FOOD SECURITY AND
PEACEBUILDING IN SYRIA

*  The short production cycle gives the advantage of urban agriculture.

. . Integrated Land .
Figure 12: Pglanning One square meter of garden can provide 20 kg of food per year. ‘ ‘
Integrated Urban/Rural. ‘
Frﬂmework, Land: Use, Policy, Main Outcomes . Reduce Assure
Spatial, legal and Tenure, value, Closely  transport  Mnovation &
A development, ‘ Decent connected d Food Security,
Institutional. information. fordable income for tbanand osran integrated
® Affordable People and urban a energy ot d
Effecti d . food prices plyiei rural areas. societies an
ff’ef Ivielﬂn y ;Vlore jobs  for people. Tamilies. social peace.
erticient Lan or women
Main Administration Land ;reen and youth.
System based Investment. health’y ,
Outputs  on Green Cities cities and '
and assure people.

food security.

Land e .
Administration '“(ll’ eme:nqmn
Assessment. and monitoring.

= Syria has lost more than 30 years of development and that
will have so long-term effects for future generations.

Source: Roula MAYA

= Peacebuilding in Syria, need and request the cooperation of all local, national,
THANK YOU FOR THE ATTENTION! regional and international efforts to ensure prosperity and wellbeing for all.
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Food Safety and Peacebuilding in Syria.
Towards a New Paradigm for Sustainable Development in Rural and Urban areas.
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Assistant Professor, Planning and Sustainable Development Policies.
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A Century of Colonial Land Policy in Palestine

Elle Ambler
The Arab Group for the Protection of Nature




Early Changes to Land Law

~
The Absentee Property Law (1950) gave state control over the property of
Palestinian refugees.
J
4 I

Land Acquisition Law (1953) retroactively endorsed expropriations
undertaken directly after the Nakba & lay the ground for further
expropriation for development or security purposes.

- /




Early West Bank Land Seizures

e 1967 military order placed land belonging to Palestinians who fled in the Naksa, into the
holdings of the military’s Custodian for Government and Abandoned Property (Custodian)
e Successive military orders attributed land to the Custodian where its owners were unknown
or left the West Bank before or after 1967
e Lands registered to Government of Jordan
e Security requestrations
e Reimagining and expanding “state land,” an invention of the British
o Today used to expand settlements, military bases, nature reserves etc.



The Ottoman Land Code

e Waqf lands designated for religious use
e Mulk lands privately held / encompassing most urban
land by 1858

The Sultan held the formal title (ragaba) for three other land
categories:

e Matrouk lands designated for public use, including
roads and grazing pastures

e Mewat lands: freely cultivatable, located farther than
a voice could travel from the nearest village

e Miri lands: immediately around villages + farther
arable land whose usage rights belonged to its
cultivators

Article 68: after 3 years of disuse, miri land would be
reallocated

matrouk

miri through
cultivation

mulk '



Changes to the Ottoman Land Code

The OLC under the Ottomans The OLC under the Israeli Occupation
Article 68: use rights to miri land reallocated after 3 Article 68: miri land open for seizure if unregistered
years of disuse land and fallow
Article 78: use rights to miri land granted after 10 Article 103/Article 78: rights to permitted and

years of cultivation perpetually cultivated lands upheld; all other land

use illegal
Article 103: use rights to mewat land granted after it is
made arable
50% rule:

- ifthe total parcel is <50% cultivated, it is all deemed state land
- if >50% cultivated, land is separated & the rocky area is deemed state land



Registrations

e Ottoman registration focused on taxation, without drawing boundaries

e British Mandate registration process slowed by efforts to destroy communal landholdings
(musha’a) which were advantageous to farmers

e Land registration halted in 1968 under military order No. 291

e Registered land continues to be seized



Appeals Process

Objection Committee: appointed by the military and outside of any legal system
To appeal to the Objection Committee, Palestinians must:

a. File within 45 days

b. Pay afee

c. Provide a map of the land produced by a licensed surveyor
d. Proof of ownership or continuous cultivation

Objection Committee decisions are:
- not available to the public
- recommendations to military commanders



Attacks on Palestinian Agriculture

e \Water restrictions

e Crop destruction

e Pesticide disposal

e Barriers to movement & the separatio
wall

e Market pressures




Area A - dark brown
Area B - pale brown
Area C - white
Settlements - blue




Survelllance of the West Bank / Importance of Trees

The West Bank is surveyed
annually to expose gaps in
cultivation.

Fruit trees protect against
seizure. They are:

e Vvisible from the air and in
the off seasons

e able to survive without
constant care




The Arab Group for the Protect of Nature’s Million Tree
Campaign

/>2.5 million trees to advance: \

Food Security

Food Sovereignty and Palestinian Markets
Farmer Livelihoods

Land Rights

Environmental Protection

\_ %
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