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WOMEN, LAND AND PEACE

Key messages on sustaining peace through women’s
empowerment and increased access to land and property

rights in fragile and conflict-affected contexts
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WOMEN, LAND AND PEACE

Key messages

INCREASE WOMEN'S HLP RIGHTS IN
FRAGILE AND CONFLICT-AFFECTED
CONTEXTS

> How?

— Empower and increase women'’s
participation in processes related to
land management and HLP rights
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WOMEN, LAND AND PEACE

Key messages

WOMEN’S HLP FOR CONFLICT
PREVENTION AND RECOVERY (1/2)

» Advocate and raise awareness on
women’s housing, land and property
rights

» Protect women’s housing, land and
property rights at the time of marriage

» Protect women’s inheritance rights
» Strengthen women’s rights to land,
housing and resources
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WOMEN, LAND AND PEACE

WOMEN’S HLP FOR CONFLICT PREVENTION

Key messages

AND RECOVERY (2)
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Provide practical support for women and
women groups

Increasing women’s access to justice and
dispute-resolution mechanisms

Improve land administration and access to
credit

Reform constitutions, policies and laws

Learning to work in contexts with multiple
legal systems
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Women’s Housing, Land and
Property Rights in Post Conflict Iraq



Overview

 Why does HLP matter in post-conflict Iraqg?
 What is the current situation of Iragi women’s HLP rights?
* How can we help?



HLP environment in lraq

Historical property regimes (Ottoman, Ba’athist, etc.)

Significant ethnic component to land use and land
disputes

Property destruction and contamination
Damage and destruction of property records
Secondary occupation, including by militias

lllegal sales of property/ disputed property transactions in
areas formerly held by IS



Types of documents respondents held, area of origin
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Types of HLP conflicts that men and women report
occurring in their communities

60% 7

50% -
40% -
30% -
20% -
10% - I
0% -
Qb

B Male Female




Tenure arrangements in area of displacement
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Eviction concerns in area of return
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Most common solutions to an HLP dispute
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Most respected community solutions to HLP disputes
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Community perceptions of women’s right to own property under Iraqi
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Female headed households are disproportionally affected by HLP
Issues

1. More likely to live in poor or inadequate
shelter

Experience greater fear of eviction

3. Less able to claim their housing, land and
property rights



Why women are struggling to protect their HLP
rights

Informal and customary norms regarding women’s right to own and claim housing,
land or property

Perception and community knowledge of women’s rights to own and claim
housing, land or property

Less likely to hold HLP documentation
Treatment of women who are perceived to be affiliated with IS



Women who are perceived to be affiliated with IS

* More likely to be missing documents; replacing them is more difficult

* Challenges in obtaining security clearance prior to applying for
documents

* Houses of individuals perceived to have been affiliated with IS are
more likely to be occupied by local leaders and their relatives or
armed actors than other houses.



Covid-19 HLP rapid assessment findings

75% of female headed households in Ninewa and 66% in Anbar did not have the
money to pay rent, higher rates than male headed households

More female headed households expected to be evicted

Female headed households were more likely to report having lost their jobs as a
result of Covid-19 curfews



HLP is key in post-conflict settings

1. Peace-building and conflict prevention:

centrality of land in crisis, ethnic tensions and cultural  identities, appropriation,

secondary occupation etc.
2. HLP issues affect returns

Barriers for return include disputes around ownership of property and secondary

occupation.
2. Achievement of durable solutions

economic stability and growth



Consequences of lack of action on HLP

Humanitarian actors contribute to pre-existing HLP disputes or ignite
new ones as property values rise with shelter and infrastructure
Investments

Assistance doesn’t reach intended beneficiaries
Practices that exclude women are reinforced and compounded



Recommendations for Humanitarian actors

* Continue to support legal counselling and legal assistance

* Women’s HLP rights considered in shelter, livelihoods and mine
action project design

* Due diligence in rehabilitation includes women



Recommendations for donors and
international financial institutions

* Condition humanitarian, development and reconstruction funding on compliance
with minimum standards to protect and promote women’s rights, including due
diligence procedures that ensure on women’s security of tenure.

* Invest in the capacity of Iragi women and women’s associations to claim housing,
land and property rights.
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Key HLP challenges for displaced women in Syria
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Ongoing initiatives and positive developments
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Capacity development of humanitarian actors
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» Development of guidance note: :daga il Gl KA Hlaa) >

» Lease Agreement

» Transfer of Ownership of Real

Property in the Land Registry
Obtained by Sale Contract

» Inheritance

» Analysis of the 2019
Amendments to the Personal
Status Law (with UNHCR)

» Booklet “Stories of Syrian
women, their family and

property” (with UNDP)
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Stories booklet
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Stories booklet
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At regional level: challenges and opportunities
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At regional level: challenges and opportunities
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At regional level: ongoing initiatives
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These initiatives are supported by:
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