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Land & Civil Society in Global Coalition

Civil Society Assembly
Shahd Mustafa, ILC-EMENA Coordinator
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Land & Civil Society

What at stake The Issue Solutions
 To find lasting
» Many of the * Putting people first solutions, we can't
solutions to the in land governance work in isolation.
world’s problem lei « Land governance is
before us, in how a complex issue and
land is governed and the systems we seek
managed. to change is deeply
» Sustainable & rooted in unequal
Equitable land use power relations.
elevates * Bringing together
ecosystems & diverse groups to
communities work together for

those historically
excluded from
decision making.



What is ILC?

= The International Land Coalition (ILC) is an independent
global alliance of People’s Organisations, civil society and
intergovernmental organisations working together to put
people at the centre of land governance. The shared goal of
ILC's over 300 members is to realise land governance for and
with people at a country level, responding to the needs and

protecting the rights of women, men and communities who
live on and from the land.



ILC Ten Commitments

Secure Tenure Rights

Strong small-scale farming systems

Diverse Tenure Systems

Equal Land Rights for women

Secure territorial rights for indigenous peoples
Locally managed ecosystems

Inclusive decision making

Transparent and accountable information
Effective actions against land grabbing
Protected land rights defenders



How?

Defined Strategy developed by members and for people centered
Land Governance

Pledges to ensure Gender Justice and defending land defenders
Open data

Advocacy

Learning and exchanging
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The mechanism of National Land Coalitions

Civil Society Assembly
Matteo Sposato, ILC-EMENA programme officer
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From individual civil-society
organisations to coalitions

= |LC is a network of more than 300 member organisations
working to realise people-centred land governance.

= Where possible, identify and support momentum for a common
approach at the national level.

> National Land Coalitions: multi-stakeholder platforms led by
civil-society organisations.



National Land Coalitions globally




National Land Coalitions are a proven
approach

Over the last triennium (2022-2024):
= 52 policies changed
= 74 practices changed

= positive impact on 2.5M+ people & 200,000 hectares



EMENA and Arab countries

| Existing EMENA NLCs
I Other Arab countries with ILC members




What National Land Coalitions look
like in practice

The building blocks:

= A host organisation
= A national-level strategy

= A facilitator

The process:

= |dentifying the momentum
= Multi-stakeholder consultation
= |mplementation phase

= Monitoring and learning



What National Land Coalitions look

like in practice
The building blocks:

= A host organisation
= A national-level strategy

= A facilitator

The process:

= |dentifying the momentum
= Multi-stakeholder consultation
= |mplementation phase

= Monitoring and learning

—> a continuous cycle



How National Land Coalitions
empower civil-society organisations

Structural benefits Vehicle for ILC work

» Forward-looking » People-centred land
engagement data.
strategy.

 Financial support for < Land rights for

governance and climate and

facilitation. biodiversity.
 Learning and » National campaigns

capacity building. (Stand For Her Land,

Land Rights Now).

Convergence

* Facilitating
convergence of civil-
society agendas and
the country
programmes of
ILC’s multilateral
members (IFAD,
FAO, World Bank
etc).



A space for Government — Civil Society

partnerships

PARTNERSHIPS

FOR PEOPLE-CENTRED
LAND GOVERNANCE

Lessons from research on multi-stakeholder processes

Juan Pablo Sarmiento Barletti, Tamara Lasheras de la Riva, Douglas Bwire Ombogoh
and Nining Liswanti
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Some key lessons learnt:

= Gov-CSO partnerships can take
many forms (formal framewoks
VS informal participation).

= Gov-CSO partnerships need to
address power imbalances.

= Keep in mind different incentives
to participate.



A means to
shift power

Most importantly, multi-
stakeholder platforms are a
testament to ILC’'s mission of
shifting power to the women,
men and communities that
live on and from the land.




Examples from Jordan and Palestine

Two National Land Coalitions at different stages of their respective
life cycles.

National Land Coalition of Jordan — born out of ILC’'s Global Land
Forum in 2022 with institutional participation. Thematic priorities on
pastoralism and on youth.

National Land Coalition of Palestine — despite conflict situation,
continued commitment to formulation process. Thematic priorities
on rights-based approach to land issues and on the nexus with food
security.
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THANK YOU!
MERCI !

For more information visit:

landcoalition.org/en/

emena.landcoalition.org/en/

or contact:

Matteo Sposato - m.sposato@landcoalition.org
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ACCESSING TO LANDS

Civil Society Assembly
Thaer Fakhoury, Arab center for Agricultural Development (ACAD)
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Introduction

 For decades Palestine has been marred with conflict, that lead to the ever
shrinking of its lands and autonomy. Nowadays, Palestine consists of the
West Bank, on the west side of the Jordan river, the Gaza Strip, on the
Mediterranean coast, and the eastern part of the city of Jerusalem.

« The West Bank has an area of 5,628 square kilometres only (5,528,000
Donums ), and Gaza Strip has an area of 365 km2 only. 2% of the land in
the West Bank is Palestinian state property, and West Bank waqf
properties around 17.3% of WB land . The remaining lands 79%
registered as private ownership properties for WB Palestinian citizens
(17% women and 73% men).

* In total, the total area of land on which the Israelis settlements, their
protection facilities, bypass roads, and the Separation Barrier were built
amounted to 1,864 square kilometres, or 33% of the total area of the West
Bank, including East Jerusalem.



The Palestinian Government has limited powers based on several
geographical and political constraints laid out in the Oslo Accords signed
by Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) in 1993 and
1995, by virtue of which the Palestinian Authority (PA) was created as the
managing body of a limited self-government with uneven powers, given
that the Palestinian territories is divided into the different geographical
areas:

PALESTINE




NLC Palestine

« The Palestinian National Land Coalition was established in 2022,
primarily composed of five Palestinian institutions: ACAD, PARC,
PFU, SHARKAH, and AAA. The coalition aims to protect
Palestinian land and achieve the rights of its owners, including the
rights of women, youth, and farmers to access their land. It strives
to provide all possible means for accessing and governing these
lands in coordination and ongoing collaboration among the
partner institutions within the Palestinian National Land Coalition,
alongside official Palestinian institutions and international
organizations. The right to land is considered a fundamental
human right, and efforts are being made to achieve this goal. The
Palestinian National Land Coalition has initiated its strategy with
full and appreciated support from the International Land Coalition
(ILC).



NLC- Palestine Vision

A strong Palestinian platform capable to promote Palestinian people-
cantered land governance who control the land and have access to all
needed resources in an enabling policy and business environment, securing
peoples’ livelihoods and income and contributing to local and national
economic development in a green, food secure and fully independent
democratic state.

Mission

The Palestinian National Land Coalition (PNLC) is a broadly recognized
people-centred land governance, which represents relevant stakeholders in
all relevant sectors and communities, which represents people mainly
farmers to defend their land rights to achieve a more securing and enabling
policy and business environment, and which provides quality services to
strengthen their access to land in order to better produce, process and
market their commodities and cope with shocks and changes



NLC STRTEGY

 too promoting a human-rights-based approach to land governance

« ensuring access and control of land for livelihood and food
security,

« Becoming a recognized and sustainable Platform for dialogue
over land governance

« Enhancing the people’s role in promoting land good governance
and serving as a link between government and people , and
promoting accountability, transparency, and responsiveness of
government administrations to the people land right.

« Enhancing vulnerable population specially women, youth and
farmers’ food security by acquis land ownership, access and
control of land for livelihood

 Better documentation for human rights violations and using this
documentation as a lobbying and advocacy .



NLC Palestine activity

The first conference of the Palestinian National Land Coalition
was held in Ramallah to announce the birth of the first coalition in
November 2022. The conference was attended by partner
institutions — ACAD, PARC, PFU, SHARKAH, and AAA - as well as
the International Land Coalition (ILC), which has been supportive
of this coalition. In addition, more than 20 international and local
organizations, including community-based organizations and
associations, participated, along with over 100 individuals
advocating for land rights.




« After the establishment of the Palestinian National Land Coalition NLC
through the conference held in Ramallah, the coalition members
conducted important meetings with civil society organizations and
associations in the largest governorates of the West Bank, including
Bethlehem, Hebron, Nablus, and Tulkarm. The focus of these meetings
was on land governance, the significance of land for individuals, and
the rights of youth and women to access their land. The discussions
also addressed how to achieve this after engaging in dialogue with
Palestinian official institutions to activate the laws related to land
rights, as well as how to face the challenges posed by the occupation
regarding land.
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Project name: Development of a
stakeholder’s engagement strategy
to form a National Land Coalition

(NLC) in Palestine.
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One of the activities of the National Land Coalition that involves actual
cooperation with farmers in agricultural lands is the collaboration with its
partners in activities, which is one of the effective ways and initial results
in achieving land access. The coalition has contributed to the planting of
thousands of olive trees in lands threatened by settlement to empower the
people in their lands and protect them.

f
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a NLCs strategy in Palestine
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Accessing to the
land

* Accesstoland and its governance is
one of the difficult tasks faced by
Palestinian farmers, especially in areas
targeted by the occupation, such as areas
behind the wall or what are referred to as
"C" areas. With our firm belief in the
importance of land governance and the
right of women and youth to access land as
one of the strategies of the Palestinian
National Coalition, which emerged through
the establishment of the Palestinian
National Coalition, this coalition was built
on the needs of landowners who are
unable to reach their lands due to either
laws that have not been properly enforced
or, more significantly




Israeli occupation policies that prevent our farmers and
women from accessing their lands and utilizing them in an
optimal way. This, in turn, affects the owners of those lands
and hinders achieving economic development goals,
especially Goal 15, which is about living on the land with
dignity, realizing one's potential, and allowing communities
to reach their lands safely. This allows for the land to be
cultivated in a distinguished way, contributing to a decent

life.



As part of the program to protect and govern Palestinian lands, and to empower
the Palestinian people to access their land while enhancing land governance,
with a firm belief in the human right to land and the right of women to access
land, the Arab Center for Agricultural Development has implemented many
interventions in different areas, including the Qalgilya Governorate, located in the
northern West Bank, "behind the racist wall" in the Joyous area. These
interventions aim to protect Palestinian land and enable women and youth to
access their lands within an area of 7,000 dunams through various interventions
to facilitate access to and reintegrate the lands through different measures. This
followed several meetings on land governance and the rights of women and
youth to access their land despite all the obstacles. Among the most important

of these interventions are:



* Conducting awareness sessions on the importance of land governance
for youth, women, farmers, landowners, institutions, and relevant
ministries regarding the significance of governance in their lands and

farms.




* .Fencing agricultural lands for farmers, youth, and women in order to
protect their rights as landowners and to safeguard these lands from
any external violations by colonial settlement expansion, which
relentlessly attempts to annex Palestinian agricultural lands. We have
worked on fencing 150 dunams of land for more than 30 farmers.




Establishing a cooperative association consisting of 20 men and
women aimed at preserving land governance, protecting farmers' rights,
and empowering them to access their lands, as well as creating
income-generating economic projects for them. Cooperative
associations are considered inspiring tools for bringing farmers together
and organizing seminars on the importance of land governance and

access to land.




THANK YOU!

For more information visit:

www.acad.ps
or contact:
Thaer@acad.ps
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http://www.acad.ps/
mailto:Thaer@acad.ps
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Figure (6)

Agro-Climatic Zones
In Jordan
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THANK YOU!
MERCI !

For more information contact:
Raed Ghareeb - raed.gharib@gmail.com
Rana Abu-Saada - ranaabusaada.moa@gmail.com
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