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Background on interventions in Palestine
Haneen Zaqout, UN-Habitat Palestine 



Distribution of land ownership

• The area that has already been settled by the LWSC, amounting to more than 

1.43 million dunums does not give information about the gender distribution of 

land ownership because the Table of Rights form does not include gender 

disaggregation.

• To support in gathering data on the gender distribution of land ownership in 

Palestine, UN-Habitat supported with the disaggregation of the Table of 

Rights for over 1.158 million dunums which were settled by LWSC.



Gender distribution of land ownership

Around 1.158 million dunums; 80 per cent were disaggregated out of the 1.43 million dunums that is already settled by LWSC



Gender distribution of land ownership

By governorate

The women share in the land ownership fluctuates according to the governorate, the highest percentage of the women 
land ownership was recorded in Jericho and Tubas and the lowest was recorded in Jenin.



Gender distribution of land ownership

As for lands registered for private ownership for individuals only (without inheritors), the total number of 
dunums of these lands is approximately 746,000 dunums:



Average value of each dunum of land registered

Disaggregated by sex

• The average value of dunums of land registered to men exceeds the average value of dunums registered to 
women, standing at approximately JOD 38,161 and JOD 36,076, respectively. 

• There are geographical discrepancies at the governorate level; for instance, the average value of dunums registered 
to women is higher than those registered to men (but not by a significant amount).



Geopolitical classification



Geopolitical classification



Value of agricultural land



Value of agricultural land



Poverty rates

With regards to male/female ownership of land 

and how it intersects with poverty rates, it was 

noticed both male and female ownership of 

lands significantly decreased with higher 

poverty rates, but the intensity of this was 

greater for females than for males. 



Separation Barrier 

47,000 dunums are lands owned behind the separation 

barrier; of which, 36,877 dunums (or 78.5 per cent) are owned 

by men, and 10,123 dunums (or 21.5 per cent) are owned by 

women. 



Awareness campaign on land rights

Six Newsletters

Video documentary on 
women’s land rights

Awareness plan developed an implemented with the following visibility items:
Animated video on 
land settlement

Legal factsheet 

20 social media cards on 
land rights

>60 awareness sessions

Legal study on “Women’s Tenure Security in the West Bank”

Radio campaign in targeted areas 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z0-pO6hX0vE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z0-pO6hX0vE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X77Bpe54N40&list=PLztTARzBv5QUYkHdO5r5FS8BoL5GjcCdi
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X77Bpe54N40&list=PLztTARzBv5QUYkHdO5r5FS8BoL5GjcCdi


Women’s land rights



Legal awareness



Shari’a Law 
Awareness



Benefits of land 
registration



©UN-Habitat (2021). Awareness raising session targeting women in At-Tuwani, 
Hebron governorate, Palestine. 



WHY 
WOMEN’S LAND RIGHTS MATTER?











Further, in displacement and crises-affected contexts, when women have housing, land and 
property rights…

WHY WOMEN’S HLP RIGHTS MATTER

• …their engagement in peace processes and the 
likelihood of peace agreements to be 
implemented increase.

• …they are better protected from violence, extreme weather conditions and other 
health hazards. 

• …they are better able to provide for themselves and their dependent and to cope with 
the lack of family support.

• …they are better able to manage the negative economic and social impact of conflict.



Developed in partnership with the Union of Agricultural Work 
Committees (UAWC) from Palestine 

The study examines the factors affecting women’s land 
tenure security in the Arab region and their connection to 
women’s empowerment and socioeconomic development. 

It evidences the reality of gender- and land-related patterns 
on the ground and provides actionable recommendations 
for decision-makers, stakeholders and activists.

LAND, WOMEN EMPOWERMENT AND SOCIOECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT IN THE ARAB REGION: 
EVIDENCE-BASED PERSPECTIVES

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgltn.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D410297e5d1023db21b5d84214%26id%3D49c724937c%26e%3D20d9fbb5d3&data=05%7C01%7Celeonora.serpi%40un.org%7Cc7272c6632fb4b72384008db1fd8600f%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638138786613875138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i85Db40XAEF5PIEAQlNnQND7Flz8QE16Wrd3thixA8g%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgltn.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D410297e5d1023db21b5d84214%26id%3D49c724937c%26e%3D20d9fbb5d3&data=05%7C01%7Celeonora.serpi%40un.org%7Cc7272c6632fb4b72384008db1fd8600f%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638138786613875138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i85Db40XAEF5PIEAQlNnQND7Flz8QE16Wrd3thixA8g%3D&reserved=0


Securing land tenure for women and men is essential to realise human and socioeconomic 
development. According to a regional study carried out by UN-Habitat, GLTN and UAWC (2023), 
there is a positive correlation between land tenure security and improved living conditions: 

WHY WOMEN’S HLP RIGHTS MATTER



 56% of men and 49% of women report that tenure rights helped them access education
 52% of men and 42% of women report that tenure rights helped them secure better 

healthcare

Women’s land and property rights contribute to their leadership and participation in decision-
making. Securing women’s land and property rights… 

… strenghtens women’s leadership and participation in decision-making by rebalancing roles
both within families and communities.

… increases their civic engagement and public participation. 

… defines and enhances their social security, status and identity, all necessary elements to 
boost their participation in local decision-making processes and political power. 

WHY WOMEN’S HLP RIGHTS MATTER
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WHAT PROTECTS WOMEN’S HOUSING, LAND AND 
PROPERTY RIGHTS?
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INTERNATIONAL LEGAL FRAMEWORKS/ DECLARATIONS

 At the international level, women’s land and property rights are protected since the 1940s with 
a number of legal instruments under two streams of legislation: one protecting the rights to 
adequate housing and protection from eviction, and one recognizing the equal rights of men 
and women. 

 The main international declarations protecting women’s equal rights to land and property include: 

• Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) 

• Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (1967)

• Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Lands, Fisheries and Forest in 
the Context of National Food Security (2012)

• 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2015)

• New Urban Agenda (2016) 

• Pinheiro Principles on Housing and Property Restitution for Refugees and Displaced Persons (2005)
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INTERNATIONAL LEGAL FRAMEWORKS / COVENTIONS

• International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR): Ratified in 1975.

• International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR): Ratified 
in 1975.

• Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 
(CEDAW): Ratified in 1992 with reservations on Article 9(2) (nationality of 
children) and Article 16 (equality in marriage and family relations).

• International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
(ICERD): Ratified in 1974.
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ISLAMIC LAW 

 It is important to note that, according to Islamic law:

• Women possess independent legal, economic and spiritual identity with respect to access to land and 

property. 

• Women have the right to acquire, hold, use, administer and dispose of property including land. 

• Women can hold land titles individually and jointly. 

• There are no jurisprudential impediments that prevent joint marital property from being integrated in 

the marital contract.

• Marriage is a spiritual, social and legal contract between two independent legal entities who have 

equal rights to negotiate terms, including property regimes and access to land, through the marital 

contract. 

• Women retain control over pre-marital property and finances throughout marriage and, when 

applicable, after divorce and in case of widowhood.
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Overview on Gender equality in the Arab Region



GENDER EQUALITY IN THE ARAB REGION

The Arab region has the highest gender gap globally (about 40%) yet to be closed, with 
Yemen, Iraq and Saudi Arabia among the least performant countries 



MAIN CHALLENGES LIMITING WOMEN’S LAND RIGHTS TO HLP

The land tenure security challenges faced by women are complex and context specific, most 
common challenges include:

 Weak land governance and rule of law
 Discriminatory social and religious norms and practices 
 Lack of knowledge and awareness about land rights

 Limited/lack of enforcement of women’s land rights
 Lack of HLP documents under women’s name
 Unequal participation to institutions and land administration processes
 Ignorance and misinterpretation of statutory and religious laws protecting women HLP 

and inheritance rights.
 Discrimination due to their civil status, age, class, wealth, sexual orientation etc. 



 Unequal power dynamics between women and men (at 
all levels) 

 Lack of knowledge and awareness about women land 
rights (most women are unaware of their right to joint 
property in marriage, or of keeping the premarital 
property under their name, thus losing their land and 
property to their husbands when they marry and 
especially in case of divorce).

 Limited access to economic assets and resources 
including finance opportunities 

 Practical barriers to accessing land administration 
systems, including to dispute resolution mechanisms 
(travel, cost, childcare, etc.)

Source: Malene Soenderskov in Rafic Khouri, Women & Land in the Arab Countries.

MAIN CHALLENGES LIMITING WOMEN’S RIGHTS TO HLP



Information from literature review, consultations and in-depth field 
assessments

Primary data collected in Palestine, Tunisia, Iraq and Kuwait

You can download the report (EN) at: https://arabstates.gltn.net/download/publication-release-land-women-
empowerment-and-socioeconomic-development-in-the-arab-region-evidence-based-perspectives/

In case of divorce or death of the husband, a woman risks to lose her land and housing, 
because the couple’s property is usually solely registered in the name of the husband, even if 
the wife has financially contributed to its purchase.



Fewer women purchase land compared to men.

Women in Arab societies have limited access to resources or control over income that 
grants them purchasing power. 

 Poverty rates are disproportionate across gender: a greater number of women are living in 
poverty or deep poverty. 

Women’s employment rates are lower than men’s, and they have limited access to finance 
and credit opportunities. 
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HOW TO PROTECT WOMEN’S HOUSING, LAND AND 
PROPERTY RIGHTS?



AWARENESS AND ADVOCACY
• Increase awareness on the importance of gender equality and land tenure security
• Simplify, translate and popularize laws, administrative regulations and legal documents
• Enhance the understanding of key stakeholders about land-related national, regional and international 

legal frameworks, religious and customary laws

RESEARCH, KNOWLEDGE AND DATA
• Continue undertaking field assessments on gender and land issues, monitor progress 
• Disaggregate data by sex, age and by socio-economic indicators
• Analise the nexus between tenure insecurity and the various phases of conflict and monitor the housing, 

land and property rights violations
• Promote the role of civil society organizations as mediators between institutions and communities

WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION
• Promote knowledge-sharing among entry-level female entrepreneurs seeking to use their land for income 

generation 
• Capacitate women’s associations to deal with housing, land and property rights and other land-related issues 
• Promote and increase women’s employment in the different land-related professions

RECOMMENDATIONS



RECOMMENDATIONS

GENDER-RESPONSIVE REFORMS
• Reform and align national policies and regulations with international human rights frameworks and 

amend the discriminatory laws 
• In countries with legal pluralism, harmonize the provisions on women’s rights to land 
• Reform land registration and administration systems to be more gender responsive
• Remove practical barriers limiting women’s access to land administration services
• Provide practical support for women at the grassroots 

INHERITANCE AND MARITAL PROPERTY
• Regulate and combat inheritance renunciation practices 
• Encourage a holistic approach to estate planning to complement inheritance, particularly for Muslim women, 

such as the use of wills, gifts or donations, dower, etc.
• Promote the use of written marital contracts and promote joint property arrangements.
• Develop the capacity of religious registrars and other key actors involved in the process of contracting 

marriage and raise the awareness of women and men to transform the marital contract in a tool to access 
and secure women’s land and property rights. 

• Provide access to non-confrontational land disputes resolution mechanisms for women and provide legal 
support, shelter and protection for women and children under threat of violence when claiming their rights.











 Launched on 18 February 2021 in 
partnership with Stand4HerLand Campaign

 Campaign Ended on 14 July 2022

AWARENESS AND ADVOCACY

All the Campaign information and material is 
available for download on the Arab Land Initiative 
website: arabstates.gltn.net

The campaign can be tracked though the hashtag 
#womenandland and by following social media 
platforms: 

 GLTN:  Twitter, Facebook

 Arab Land Initiative: LinkedIn

 UN-Habitat: Twitter, LinkedIn

 UN-Habitat Regional Office for 

the Arab States: Twitter

62 campaign cards 
disseminated (AR/EN)
83,438 people reached 
on digital media in the region
41,398 people engaged
through likes, comments and
shares

https://twitter.com/GLTNnews
https://www.facebook.com/landgltn
https://www.linkedin.com/in/arab-land-initiative-b75aa918a/
https://twitter.com/UNHABITAT
https://www.linkedin.com/company/un-habitat-united-nation-human-settlements-programme-/
https://twitter.com/UNHabitat_Ar


Facebook
@UNHabitatLB
@National Commission For Lebanese 
Women
@UN-Habitat Tunisie
Twitter
@UNHabitatLB
@UNHabitat_inTN
@GLTNArabLand
@GLTNnews
LinkedIn
UN-Habitat Lebanon
UN-Habitat Tunisia
Instagram
@unhabitatlb
@nclwgov
YouTube
@un-habitattunisia402
@LandGLTN

WOMEN AND LAND CAMPAIGN - NATIONAL

All the Campaign information is available on the 
Arab Land Initiative website. The campaign can be 
tracked on social media though #womenandland

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgltn.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D410297e5d1023db21b5d84214%26id%3D5567a43726%26e%3D20d9fbb5d3&data=05%7C01%7Celeonora.serpi%40un.org%7Cc7272c6632fb4b72384008db1fd8600f%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638138786614031365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yLWaIYO7JnlEnaeRGWmecFLrSWmq5%2BWe6k0sQ0fsBtI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgltn.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D410297e5d1023db21b5d84214%26id%3D6fc82a3d43%26e%3D20d9fbb5d3&data=05%7C01%7Celeonora.serpi%40un.org%7Cc7272c6632fb4b72384008db1fd8600f%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638138786614031365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w3R1hsYYpL1YbhOzGTWz%2BlGoEgiKocn2zEMVHpS2CS0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgltn.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D410297e5d1023db21b5d84214%26id%3D6fc82a3d43%26e%3D20d9fbb5d3&data=05%7C01%7Celeonora.serpi%40un.org%7Cc7272c6632fb4b72384008db1fd8600f%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638138786614031365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w3R1hsYYpL1YbhOzGTWz%2BlGoEgiKocn2zEMVHpS2CS0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgltn.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D410297e5d1023db21b5d84214%26id%3D65a8ef1bfd%26e%3D20d9fbb5d3&data=05%7C01%7Celeonora.serpi%40un.org%7Cc7272c6632fb4b72384008db1fd8600f%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638138786614031365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nkuSUscmbv%2Fa%2FyH07RSWIbiioKt497k5FzNCINAAodY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgltn.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D410297e5d1023db21b5d84214%26id%3Dd9ad4281d4%26e%3D20d9fbb5d3&data=05%7C01%7Celeonora.serpi%40un.org%7Cc7272c6632fb4b72384008db1fd8600f%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638138786614031365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nniSryEAH2vjMx8d0FZw3al09IOYwl1Fcz2O61iYlO8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgltn.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D410297e5d1023db21b5d84214%26id%3D63406004f4%26e%3D20d9fbb5d3&data=05%7C01%7Celeonora.serpi%40un.org%7Cc7272c6632fb4b72384008db1fd8600f%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638138786614031365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aXFeKcWzzii6nY6e2Oormz%2FLr5AQh%2F455FRfIOVACpU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgltn.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D410297e5d1023db21b5d84214%26id%3Dd79a7b73ec%26e%3D20d9fbb5d3&data=05%7C01%7Celeonora.serpi%40un.org%7Cc7272c6632fb4b72384008db1fd8600f%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638138786614031365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=denmZ5MqTHtDryomy3m1yW191iXbbnentxsChyZ09qw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgltn.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D410297e5d1023db21b5d84214%26id%3De4a91b669c%26e%3D20d9fbb5d3&data=05%7C01%7Celeonora.serpi%40un.org%7Cc7272c6632fb4b72384008db1fd8600f%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638138786614031365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bUCRBx6Kh%2BHWZENT3uJRMPxHt8T%2BC%2Fi0%2F30hriodkoM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgltn.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D410297e5d1023db21b5d84214%26id%3Dc3f05e8155%26e%3D20d9fbb5d3&data=05%7C01%7Celeonora.serpi%40un.org%7Cc7272c6632fb4b72384008db1fd8600f%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638138786614031365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WfqI6Ergf9BVBWvalkRI8Y9CZNb8FLBVOu6JA8tvkJA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgltn.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D410297e5d1023db21b5d84214%26id%3D5935bdaaf1%26e%3D20d9fbb5d3&data=05%7C01%7Celeonora.serpi%40un.org%7Cc7272c6632fb4b72384008db1fd8600f%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638138786614031365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5T7O5G%2BAEpB7dTjTACtxqx5HtobHfLS%2Fm0%2FuhmN%2BQUQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgltn.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D410297e5d1023db21b5d84214%26id%3Dd8032aefc6%26e%3D20d9fbb5d3&data=05%7C01%7Celeonora.serpi%40un.org%7Cc7272c6632fb4b72384008db1fd8600f%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638138786614187573%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tZMFbtnBx%2BC1u5v%2FDBP1niuc6o8T6BQa%2BqOf3ARppps%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgltn.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D410297e5d1023db21b5d84214%26id%3Dddd412b390%26e%3D20d9fbb5d3&data=05%7C01%7Celeonora.serpi%40un.org%7Cc7272c6632fb4b72384008db1fd8600f%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638138786614187573%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BYLd8OwFa6vZxLrFP2oxcKcbx877x%2BBdQQCuBhIE5wI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgltn.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D410297e5d1023db21b5d84214%26id%3D577e52cffa%26e%3D20d9fbb5d3&data=05%7C01%7Celeonora.serpi%40un.org%7Cc7272c6632fb4b72384008db1fd8600f%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638138786614187573%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XACdL%2F68MCetqh2DBKWeA80MpdpR3sNWzaDyoTY%2Ffu4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgltn.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D410297e5d1023db21b5d84214%26id%3D0b768ef1e8%26e%3D20d9fbb5d3&data=05%7C01%7Celeonora.serpi%40un.org%7Cc7272c6632fb4b72384008db1fd8600f%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638138786614187573%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oyD41yvF7K9Xs93yXvrZY6aLkIw%2BkoB4bBkK25cUqtM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgltn.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D410297e5d1023db21b5d84214%26id%3D02e6c2bf50%26e%3D20d9fbb5d3&data=05%7C01%7Celeonora.serpi%40un.org%7Cc7272c6632fb4b72384008db1fd8600f%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638138786614031365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vfILmb1kHWNKWjYsK7HpXFEZ9nEX8DHkust%2FTDl2e%2FA%3D&reserved=0


WOMEN AND LAND CAMPAIGN 

All the Campaign information and material is 
available for download on the Arab Land 
Initiative website: arabstates.gltn.net

The campaign can be tracked though the 
hashtag #womenandland and by following 
social media platforms: 

 GLTN:  Twitter, Facebook

 Arab Land Initiative: LinkedIn

 UN-Habitat: Twitter, LinkedIn

 UN-Habitat Regional Office for the Arab 
States: Twitter

https://twitter.com/GLTNnews
https://www.facebook.com/landgltn
https://www.linkedin.com/in/arab-land-initiative-b75aa918a/
https://twitter.com/UNHABITAT
https://www.linkedin.com/company/un-habitat-united-nation-human-settlements-programme-/
https://twitter.com/UNHabitat_Ar


The campaign is now being implemented at the 
national level by UN-Habitat Lebanon and Tunisia 
country offices in:

Lebanon

Tunisia 

Libya

 Raising awareness and knowledge
 Initiate a multi-level dialogue about women’s 

HLP rights 
 Identify discriminatory laws and policies 

hindering women’s access to land 
 Empower women to claim their rights

WOMEN AND LAND CAMPAIGN - NATIONAL



WOMEN AND LAND CAMPAIGN - LEBANON

15 campaign cards 
disseminated (AR/EN)
3.5 mil people reached on 
digital media in the region
33,105 people engaged
through likes, comments and
shares

COUNTRY FOCUS: LEBANON
in partnership with National Commission For Lebanese Women

 

*numbers above refer to January 2023

 Roundtable (Beirut, December 2022) 
with over 80 participants

 Social media campaign (December 
2022 – ongoing)

 Testimonials from women in Lebanon

 Videos:

• What are HLP rights?

• Lebanon’s legal framework related 
to HLP rights for women

• Testimonials/Human interest 
stories

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgltn.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D410297e5d1023db21b5d84214%26id%3D6fc82a3d43%26e%3D20d9fbb5d3&data=05%7C01%7Celeonora.serpi%40un.org%7Cc7272c6632fb4b72384008db1fd8600f%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638138786614031365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w3R1hsYYpL1YbhOzGTWz%2BlGoEgiKocn2zEMVHpS2CS0%3D&reserved=0


RESOURCES



2011

WOMEN’S LAND RIGHTS: GLTN & the Arab Land 
Initiative

2018

2023



Developed in response to the increasing demand for knowledge and capacity to 
secure women’s land and property rights in fragile contexts.

The guide targets a broad group of stakeholders:
 government representatives
 community members
 women’s groups
 elders and religious leaders
 other relevant actors

The guide includes: 
 five training modules 
 information for facilitators and training organizers
 tools for supporting training events. 

WOMEN, LAND AND PEACE. TRAINING GUIDE TO ADVANCE WOMEN’S HLP 
RIGHTS IN FRAGILE CONTEXTS

You can download the training guide (EN) at: https://unhabitat.org/women-land-and-peace-training-
guide-to-advance-womens-housing-land-and-property-rights-in-fragile-contexts

TRAING GUIDE



 Based on the field experience of UN-Habitat and the Global Land 
Tool Network’s partners in the Arab region. 

1. Why women’s HLP rights matter
2. How to increase women’s access to HLP rights in the Arab 

region 
3. How to increase access to HLP rights for women in 

displacement and crises-affected contexts
4. How to promote women’s empowerment and participation in 

decision making
5. What Islamic law says on women’s housing, land and property 

rights

You can download the messages (EN/AR) at: 
https://arabstates.gltn.net/women-and-land/

KEY MESSAGES ON WOMEN AND LAND IN THE ARAB REGION

AWARENESS AND ADVOCACY



The key messages are based on field experience in fragile and crisis 
affected contexts of UN-Habitat and the partners of the Global Land 
Tool Network and the HLP Area of Responsibility of the Global 
Protection Cluster. 

They provide: 
 Summary of knowledge
 Useful references
 Advocacy arguments
 Inputs for the development of programmes for mainstreaming 

women’s HLP issues into broader interventions

KEY MESSAGES ON 
WOMEN, LAND AND PEACE

You can download the messages (EN/AR) at: https://gltn.net/2021/12/10/key-messages-on-
women-land-and-peace/ 

https://gltn.net/2021/12/10/key-messages-on-women-land-and-peace/
https://gltn.net/2021/12/10/key-messages-on-women-land-and-peace/


KEY MESSAGES

Based on the key messages, UN-Habitat, GLTN and the 
HLPAoR have developed two animations

 Advocacy video

 Training video

The training videos provide advocacy arguments and a 
summary of key actions that proved to be effective in 
protecting women’s HLP rights

 During conflicts and displacement

 Upon return

 For conflict prevention and in the recovery 
phase

Available in EN, AR, FR

https://gltn.net/2023/03/08/watch-the-new-animation-on-the-key-messages-on-women-land-and-peace/
https://gltn.net/2023/05/10/new-training-video-on-women-land-and-peace/
https://gltn.net/2023/03/08/watch-the-new-animation-on-the-key-messages-on-women-land-and-peace/


Open Discussion



THANK YOU!
Haneen Zaqout, UN-Habitat Palestine 

Kholoud Saad Salama – Land Administration Consultant 
Arab Land Initiative 

For more information visit: 
arablandinitiative.gltn.net

www.gltn.net
www.unhabitat.org

http://www.gltn.net/
http://www.gltn.net/
http://www.unhabitat.org/
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