DAY 1: Tuesday 18 February 2025

This programme has been updated as of February 7th. Any changes made after this date are not reflected in this document

Day 1: Live streaming links
For virtual participants, the live streaming links are the same per room across the sessions throughout the day.

Please access the sessions according to their assigned room link:

Floor https://youtube.com/live/4VMOOhuXehU?feature=share
AR https://youtube.com/live/Z0do-mW87L 4?feature=share
FR https://youtube.com/live/bbL2cYn_1xQ?feature=share
ENG https://youtube.com/live/bOlcpRcXVWc?feature=share

Olive Room

Floor https://youtube.com/live/EohpFAsbV-U?feature=share
AR https://youtube.com/live/3wbBehR_u9E?feature=share
FR https://youtube.com/live/Sj-O1Ac3SGE?feature=share
ENG https://youtube.com/live/c5JJmzYVhsU?feature=share

Red Room

Floor https://youtube.com/live/g_CpzIC2UZU?feature=share
AR https://youtube.com/live/vXgrJ1Uflbk?feature=share
FR https://youtube.com/live/dKIW5PYPE7A?feature=share
ENG https://youtube.com/live/YWMFGda6lvc?feature=share

Blue Room

Opening Session (10:00 — 11:00)

[Room: Plenary - Olive Room]

During the opening session of the Third Arab Land Conference, ministers from across the Arab region address the
urgent need for robust land governance and sustainable management solutions. They highlight the challenges posed
by climate change, resource scarcity, and conflicts, and demonstrate how inclusive policies and equitable access to
land and housing foster social stability and economic growth. This inaugural discussion sets the tone for the
conference, emphasizing the critical importance of cooperation among governments, civil society, and international
partners to ensure long-term resilience and prosperity in the Arab region.

Chair Morocco Ministry of Housing

Institutional video

Ms. Fatima Ezzahra El Mansouri Minister of National Planning, Urban Planning, Morocco
Housing and Urban Policy

Mr. Mahmoud Fathallah Director of the Department of Housing, Water League of Arab States
Resources, and Disaster Reduction

Mr. Sebastian Wilde Head of Cooperation German Embassy

Ms. Sukaina Al Nasrawi Lead of Sustainable Urban Development Portfolio UNESCWA

Mr. Adam Elhiraika Director of the Macroeconomics and Governance UNECA

Division of the Economic Commission for Africa

Ms. Rania Hedeya Resident Representative, UN-Habitat
Regional Office Arab States
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High Level Session 1 (11:30 — 13:00)
Land sector innovation for sustainable investments and housing
[Room: Plenary - Olive Room]

Technological advances and smart solutions for improving data quality and transparency have enabled many
countries to modernize land management, land development, and construction in a relatively short period. Tools such
as GIS, 3D cadastres, and Al can safeguard residents’ rights in urban areas, address urban sprawl, and spur growth in
real estate markets.

During this session, ministers and high-level representatives will share their insights on harnessing these innovations
to promote sustainable investments and housing. Discussions will focus on how digital transformation in the land
sector can enhance land tenure security, boost economic growth, and foster collaborative policy frameworks. The
aim is to showcase the critical role of advanced digital solutions in shaping a land sector that more effectively
supports development and housing opportunities, while also addressing key social, economic, and environmental
challenges facing urban and rural communities.

By exchanging experiences and highlighting successes, participants will gain actionable ideas for implementing
innovative strategies in their own contexts. These shared perspectives will underscore the importance of cooperation
among governments, the private sector, and civil society in building resilient and inclusive land governance systems
that drive sustainable development forward.

Mr. Wajdi Hedhili Minister of State Domains and Land Affairs Tunisia
Ms. Badria Benjelloun Director of Urban Planning, Ministry of National Territory and  pMorocco

Urban Planning Housing and City Policy

s Wi el CEO and Board Member of Emirates Real Estate Solutions UAE

Alsuwaidi

Ms. Joan Kagwanja Chief, Land and Agricultural Transformation (LAT) UNECA
Coordinator for the African Land Policy Center (ALPC)

Mr. Khaled Seddik Ebrahim Chairman - Urban Development Fund Egypt

Mr. Salim Abu Thaher Deputy minister of public works and housing Palestine

Ms. Claudine Karaki Senior Advisor to the Minister of Finance Lebanon
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High Level Session 2 (13:30-15:00)
Land management in time of crisis
[Room: Plenary - Olive Room]

The Arab region faces multiple stress factors that challenge its socio-economic development and increase its
vulnerability to conflict. Climate change and freshwater scarcity present urgent threats: by 2030, declining
precipitation, rising temperatures, sea-level rise, and saltwater intrusion into coastal aquifers may reduce renewable
water resources by up to 20%. Desertification and land degradation continue to intensify, driven by inadequate
management of rangelands and fragile dryland ecosystems. These trends affect food security and disrupt the
livelihoods of agricultural and pastoral communities. Effective approaches to land and resource management are
critical for mitigating these impacts and bolstering communities’ resilience.

Over the past years, the region has also been increasingly affected by violent conflicts, leaving around 50 million
people in need of humanitarian assistance and forcing over 15 million people to flee their homes (UNHCR, 2019).
While conflicts have root causes beyond land management, good land policies and practices can help stabilize
societies by establishing sustainable and inclusive land-use patterns, strengthening peace, and stimulating economic
development. Equitable sharing of land resources, protecting land rights, providing affordable and adequate housing,
and setting up effective land administration systems are essential steps in preventing future crises and sustaining
peace. Another pressing concern is the region’s high rate of urbanization. Nearly 60% of the population live in urban
areas, and over a quarter of these—about 82 million people—reside in informal settlements or slums. Such conditions
heighten vulnerability to various crises and underscore the need for better urban planning, affordable housing
solutions, and the upgrading of informal settlements.

By addressing these challenges through improved land management, the Arab region can reduce fragility, promote
resilience, and foster sustainable socio-economic growth.

Chair: Senator - Member of the Housing, Local Administration, and = Egypt

Ms. Nihal Elmegharbel Transportation - Egyptian Senates

Mr. Alaa Tamimi Head of the Palestinian Land Authority Palestine

Mr. Elim Mohamud Nor Minister of Public Works, Reconstruction and Housing Somalia

Ms. Sarra Zaafrani Zenzri Minister of Equipment and Housing Tunisia

Mr. Badr Al-Deen Al-Toumi  Minister of Local Government Libya

Mr. Ali Ramadan Director General of the Directorate General of Urban Lebanon
Planning - Ministry of Public Works and Transport

Mr. Ahmed Luaebi Director General of Judicial Relations Iraq

Mr. Waleed Radman Amer Deputy Minister of Public Works and Infrastructures Yemen
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Partners-led Session (16:00-17:30)

Investment pathways for ecosystem restoration in the Near East and North Africa
region

[Room: Olive Room]

Organizers: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)

The Near East and North Africa (NENA) regions face significant environmental challenges that impact socio-
economic development. Despite ongoing efforts, restoration initiatives to date have struggled to deliver impactful
solutions. Many countries in the region face difficulties in turning their international commitments under the Rio
Conventions into real action. Addressing these barriers requires mobilizing investments, fostering political
commitment, and engaging communities at all levels.

This session will discuss in depth the importance of a regional investment framework—under the UN Decade on
Ecosystem Restoration—that aligns national development priorities with a comprehensive approach to ecosystem
restoration. It will explore innovative partnerships and collaborative opportunities to support restoration projects
across NENA, emphasizing solutions that address land tenure issues. Special attention will be given to empowering
local communities and providing meaningful employment for women and youth, forming a foundation for sustainable
restoration efforts. The session will present technical support mechanisms and facilitate dialogue on overcoming
investment and policy challenges. Participants will gain a deeper understanding of the NENA Regional Investment
Framework, exchange and learn from success stories, and discuss and explore practical strategies for advancing
restoration initiatives that balance environmental stewardship with socio-economic benefits.

Agenda item Presenters

Moderator’'s welcome Moderator: Ms Marije Louwsma, Senior Advisor, Kadaster International

Opening remarks Mr Abdul Hakim Elwaer, FAO Assistant Director General, Regional
Representative for Near East and North Africa

The business case for an integrated Ms Fidaa Haddad, Senior Programme Officer, FAO Regional Office for

approach to ecosystem restoration and = the Near East and North Africa
development solutions in the Near East
and North Africa

Panel discussion: Joint efforts for Moderator: Ms Marije Louwsma, Senior Advisor, Kadaster International
ecosystem restoration and sustainable
development in the NENA region Panelists:

» Mr Naoufel Ben Haha, Director of the Forestry Directorate, Ministry
of Agriculture, Tunisia

» Mr Ahmed Alnagar, Director of the Animal Wealth Department,
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Water Resources in the
Sultanate of Oman

» Mr George Mitri, Professor of Environmental Sciences - Director,
Land & Natural Resources Program, Institute of the Environment,
University of Balamand, Lebanon

» Ms Shahd Mustafa, Regional Coordinator | Europe, Middle East &
North Africa, International Land Coalition (ILC)

» Mr Mauro Centritto, Research Director of the Institute for
Sustainable Plant Protection-National Research Council, Italy

Q&A Moderator

Summary and closing Mr Mahmoud Fathallah, Director of Department of Environmental and
Meteorological Affairs, League of Arab States (LAS) (tbc)
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Technical Session (16:00 — 17:30)

Innovative solutions for land management and property registration
[Room: Red Room]

Secure land and property rights are fundamental to socio-economic development, enabling individuals and
businesses to invest confidently, fueling private-sector growth through collateral-based lending, and supporting
government revenue via property taxes. They also promote equity, strengthen women'’s land rights, and reduce social
tensions. Despite growing recognition of these benefits among Arab countries, challenges persist—legal and
institutional frameworks are often fragmented, and digital land records may lack legal authority, jeopardizing tenure
security and hampering effective land administration.

Many existing registration systems in the region remain outdated, prone to duplications, and slow to process
transactions, further eroding trust in official records and limiting access to data for investments and financing. In
response, this session highlights forward-looking tools and practices that enhance land management and
administration and present successful case studies from around the Arab States. Discussions will include fit-for-
purpose techniques, spatial planning, and strategic policy guidelines that align land governance with national
development goals. Participants gain insights into common challenges facing Arab countries and explore practical
solutions for modernizing land registration, streamlining processes, and fostering robust, transparent land and
property markets.

Chair: Dr. Diane Dumashie, International Federation of Surveyors (FIG) President

Technical Paper Presenters ‘

Enhancing Land Administration for Egypt's New Urban Mr. Hussin Mohamed Hussin

Communities: Pilot in Sheikh Zayed City Land Administration Specialist — World Bank
Middle East & North Africa

Emerging technologies for sustainable land management in Mr. Nair Aboubacar Allaoui, Head of the

the Comoros: The role of GIS and digital solutions Cartography Unit of the Department of Regional

Planning and Urban Development

Mr. Anloui Mbae Soilihi, Head of the Data
Collection Unit of the Cartography Unit
Ministry of Territorial Planning, Comoros

Land Data Bank and its integration with relevant institutions to =~ Mr. Haitham Ayed Al Hamamda

improve land management in Palestine Al Quds University, Palestine
Upgrading Fit-for-Purpose Land Administration Systems: Mr. Francesco Tonnarelli
Challenges and Opportunities in Bosaso, Somalia Tallinn University of Technology
Legislator’s role in maintaining real estate contractual Mr. Mohamed Elwathig
transactions on map — Abu Dhabi Emirate Legal Consultant, Abu Dhabi Emirate
National Digital Land Information Administration - Bahrain Mrs. Mai Adel Abdulla Al Moosa

Head, Business Process Reengineering
Survey & Land Registration Bureau-Bahrain

Partners-led Session (16:00-17:30)

Land as the basis for inclusive and resilient territorial development
[Room: Blue Room]

Organizers: Ministry of National Territory Planning, Land Planning, Housing and City Policy (Morocco)
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This session, held at the Third Arab Land Conference, emphasizes on the strategic importance of land as a driver for
inclusive and resilient territorial development. It will examine Moroccan approaches and initiatives that could serve
as models for other Arab nations, with an emphasis on innovation and regional collaboration.

The session will cover strategic vision for spatial planning, analyzing land issues in Morocco in the context of
increasing urbanization and territorial structuring; national land strategy, presenting the goals, governance
frameworks, and strategic tools for addressing land challenges; land governance in North Africa, highlighting the
contributions of the NELGA network to research and training for sustainable and responsible land management; and
optimization through urban planning, exploring the role of urban planning instruments in achieving efficient and
sustainable land management.

The session aims to identify innovative solutions that can be adapted to other regional contexts; foster regional
cooperation to exchange experiences and develop practical recommendations; and raise awareness of the
significance of land for equitable, sustainable, and inclusive territorial development. Ultimately, this session seeks to
initiate in-depth discussions and encourage tangible commitments to sustainable and inclusive land management.
The outcomes and conclusions of this session will have regional implications, contributing to the improvement of
public policies and guiding investments towards innovative, resilient, and equitable solutions.

Speakers

Secretary General of the Ministry of Territorial Planning, Urban Planning,
Housing and Urban Policy, Morocco
Development geologist, Director of National Territorial Planning

Mrs. Latifa NEHNAHI Ministry of National Territorial Planning, Urban Planning, Housing and Urban

Policy, Morocco

Director of Cadastre at ANCFCC, Rabat

ANCFCC, Morocco

Professor

Mr. Moha EL-AYACHI Coordinator of the NELGA North Africa Node, Hassan Il Agronomic and
Veterinary Institute
Architect-Urban Planner

Mr. Mohamed Habib BEGDOURI BEGDOURI Architecture and Urban Planning Firm

ACHKARI Former Regional Inspector of Town Planning, Architecture and Regional
Planning
Professeur de I'Enseignement Supérieur a I'Ecole Nationale d’Architecture de
Rabat

Professor of Higher Education at the National School of Architecture of
Rabat

Mr. Youssef HOSNI

Mr. Mustapha KAHHAK

Pr. Hassane KHARMICH

Chair: Mr. Mohamed El Habib BEGDOURI ACHKARI

Agenda item Presenters
Introduction and presentation of the context of the session Mr. Youssef HOSNI
Land issue in the vision of Territorial Planning Mrs Latifa NEHNAHI
The national land strategy-Morocco Mr. Mustapha KAHHAK
Strengthening Land Governance in North Africa: Contributions and Perspectives Mr. Moha EL AYACHI
from NELGA

Mr. Mohamed El Habib

The Strategic Role of Urban Planning in Land Optimization BEGDOURI ACHKARI

Debate
Reading of resolutions and closing of the session Mr. Hassan KHARMICH
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Technical Session (18:00 — 19:30)

Women and land
[Room: Olive Room]

Across the Middle East and North Africa, women'’s secure access to land is key to achieving broader economic, social,
and developmental goals. When women have legally recognized tenure rights, household welfare improves, local
economies become more resilient, and communities experience more inclusive growth. Yet persistent barriers—such
as social norms, legal complexities, and gaps in institutional support—continue to limit many women'’s control and
ownership of land. This session will feature five technical papers exploring both challenges and innovative solutions
in various contexts. Presenters will discuss policy efforts to enhance Moroccan women'’s land access, analyze
inheritance rights reforms in Egypt, highlight women-led agribusinesses in Gaza as a cornerstone of crisis recovery,
examine multi-stakeholder platforms facilitating women’s land rights in Mauritania, and unpack the realities of
women's agricultural land access in Tunisia. By showcasing these experiences, the session aims to foster dialogue
on how best to advance women'’s land tenure security, strengthen their economic agency, and promote equitable,
sustainable development across the region.

Chair: Dr. Doaa El Sherif, Senior advisor and Former Director of the Urban Training and Studies, Egypt

| TechnicalPaper  Presenters |
Dr. Abderrahim Idrais,

Institute of Agronomy and Veterinary

Medicine (IAV HASSAN II), Rabat, Morocco

Ms. Oumou Kelthoum NIANG

Team leader Youth, gender and innovation,
FAO-Mauritania

Ms. Coline Damieux-Verdeau

Land Tenure Specialist, FAO

Access to land for Moroccan Women in light of public policies:
efforts and challenges

Multi-stakeholder Platforms on Land Governance: Opportunities
and Challenges for advancing women'’s land rights in Mauritania

Mr. Ahmed Sourani, Palestine

Women-Led Agribusinesses in Gaza as Pillars of Crisis Recovery ~ Co-Founder & General Coordinator

and Resilience Gaza Urban & Peri-Urban Agriculture Platform
(GUPAP)

Ms. Fatma Aribi, Institute of Arid Regions of
Médenine, Tunisia

Ms. Inés GHARBI, Institut National de la
Recherche Agronomique de Tunisie

Women's access to agricultural land in Tunisia

Partners-led Session (18:00 — 19:30)
Lessons learnt on biodiversity and drought resilience: UNCBD & UNCCD COPs’

outcomes
[Room: Red Room]

Organizers: International Land Coalition (ILC) and Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO)

The Arab countries are facing big challenges fighting climate change and preserve their biodiversity. The
desertification of Arable land and lack of water is affecting the region food security. While the Rio convention is trying
to address the two issues through the UNCBD and the UNCCD, land tenure component is the key to sustainability in
these two elements.

At COP 16-UNCBD, governments tasked with reviewing the state of implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework. Parties to the Convention are expected to show the alignment of their National Biodiversity
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Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs) with the Framework. COP 16 will develop the monitoring framework and
advance resource mobilization for the Global Biodiversity Framework, also due to finalize and operationalize the
multilateral mechanism on the fair and equitable sharing of benefits from the use of digital sequence information on
genetic resources.

UNCCD COP16, are informed by the recommendations experts have drafted in the aftermath of Drought Resilience
+10 guidance on core issues. With its 197 signatories, UNCCD is the only legally binding instrument that addresses
land degradation and drought at the global level. The goal is mobilizing political, financial, and human capital to
adequately anticipate, reduce, prepare for, and recover from drought risks. The objective is to communicate the
messages and outcomes of these two events in an informative way to build synergies to mobilize resources and
capacity to ensure secure tenure rights. Governments are expected to address their resilience in their National Action
Plan. While NBSAP’s and NAPS's are overlapping, the session will also aim to explain the two and distinguish between
them. Highlighting the importance of centered land governance and tenure security as a key to make NBSAP’S and
NAP’s work to realize their objectives.

Ward Anseaw Senior Land Tenure Officer, FAO ‘Global
Eva Hershaw Global Data lead, International Land Coalition ILC Global

Cheikh Toure UNCCD Head of Office in Rabat Morocco

Aurelie Bres Land Tenure Officer, FAO Global

Mariam Jaajaa Director, APN Jordan

Chair: Shahd Mustafa, EMENA Regional Coordinator, International Land Coalition

Agenda item Presenters

UNCBD/UNCCD Indicators FAO, ILC
NAP’s & NBSAP’s FAO
Implementing indicators & Role of CSO UNCCD, APN
Q&A

Conclusion

Partners-led Session (18:00-19:30)
From Data to Decisions through Al-Powered Geospatial Solutions: Integrating
National Spatial Data Infrastructure for Effective Land and Asset Management

[Room: Blue Room]

Organizers: Hexagon/Edge Pro

In recent years, Egypt has encountered numerous challenges in enhancing government processes and services,
particularly in urban planning and land management. These challenges arise from shifts in the national mapping
environment—including multiple map sources, varying methodologies, scales, and projections—as well as
inconsistencies in the associated attribute data. A key aspect of this challenge is achieving integration among all
governmental organizations at the national level to produce Egypt'’s first unified map.

This session will explore the benefits of employing a unified digital map across governmental authorities to reduce
the costs and time associated with duplicate mapping efforts. It will also demonstrate how this approach aligns with
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the establishment of a National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) and the implementation of the Integrated
Geospatial Information Framework (IGIF) at the national level.

Additionally, the session will examine the technology behind using aerial photographs and satellite images to create
a unique 3D base map with distinct identifiers. Furthermore, it will highlight innovative partnerships and collaborative
opportunities among stakeholders to support integration through the NSDI system. Finally, the session will showcase
Egypt’s experience with national projects that leverage this system, including:

e State Assets Management System e Property Registration
e Spatial Change Detection System e Pre-Enumeration Stage of the Egypt Population Census 2027

e Egypt Unique Property Identifiers Project (Unified National Number for Buildings, Streets, and Land Parcels) for
Land Management and Sustainable Investments

Chair: Prof. Dr. Heba Allah Essam E. Khalil, Professor of Sustainable Urbanism, Cairo University

Wessam Abdel Fattah Technical Consultant at Edge Pro Edge pro for Information Systems

Tarek Gouda Elsaid Agag Head of Mapping sector in ESA The Egyptian Survey Authority

Representative of the Ministry of Planning, Economic Development & International cooperation Egypt

Jean Daniel Vice Prgsident of Sales and Morocco, OMEO space company,
Marketing at OMEO space Casablanca

Agenda item Presenters

Egyptian National Spatial Data Infrastructure ENSDI
for Smart Decision-Making and Sustainable Development

Wessam Abdel Fattah

A representative of the Ministry of
Linking government agencies to NSDI, results and achievements Planning, Economic Development &

International cooperation

Terms, specifications and creation of base maps to achieve the NSDI Tarek Gouda Elsaid Agag

objectives

From Satellites to Solutions: Smart Monitoring for change detection Jean Daniel
Q&A Moderator
Summary and closing Moderator
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DAY 2: Wednesday 19 February 2025

Day 2: Live streaming links
For virtual participants, the live streaming links are the same per room across the sessions throughout the day.

Please access the sessions according to their assigned room link:

Floor https://youtube.com/live/VeftiDjjWwHO?feature=share
AR https://youtube.com/live/iPBmHLI7HyU?feature=share
FR https://youtube.com/live/SpBPnMTkR30?feature=share
ENG https://youtube.com/live/418i10GU-0M?feature=share

Olive Room

Floor https://youtube.com/live/sLYtqTbc8cg?feature=share
AR https://youtube.com/live/zubHPGPs19U?feature=share
FR https://youtube.com/live/fdINpFwD348?feature=share
ENG https://youtube.com/live/N48AG4Amyv60?feature=share

Red Room

Floor https://youtube.com/live/EXXDKaPfvvQ?feature=share
AR https://youtube.com/live/-bix3gGpAyM?feature=share
FR https://youtube.com/live/0alV_iSRbgw?feature=share
ENG https://youtube.com/live/tgdHMpzkB8A?feature=share

Blue Room

Partners-led Session (8:00-9:30)
Cross-country knowledge exchange in Land Governance projects
[Room: Olive Room]

Organizers: RVO, KIT, LRC, GIZ, IOM, UNDP, UN-Habitat

This session will showcase how a robust knowledge management component can leverage experiences from
different themes, countries and regions, supporting diverese partners to further their respective projects by learning
from each other. It will bring together land governance practitioners from Egypt, Irag, Palestine and Somalia and touch
upon several of the conference themes including HLP solutions for displacement and crisis, smart solutions for
property registration, women and land as well as integrating the private sector into these efforts.

We will present experiences gained from the LAND-at-Scale program, encompassing 12 countries, from Colombia to
the west and Iraq to the east. The programme aims to support the scaling up of land governance initiatives to drive
more sustainable and efficient use of land and natural resources. Integrated in Land-at-Scale is a knowledge
management component that enables knowledge exchange and creation across countries and contexts and supports
adaptive programming measures.

The diversity of the panelists reflects the set up of the programme itself. You will take part of the experiences from
LAND-at-scale country project partners, the donor as well as from one of the knowledge management focal points.

Dr. Mohamed Alsalmiya Project Manager, LRC Palestine
Ms. Federica Acquaviva Monitoring & Research Officer, IOM Somalia
Mr. Karel Boers Programme Coordinator, IOM Somalia
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Ms. Yasmeen Fahmy Communication and agriculture digitalization expert, GIZ Egypt
Mr. Ahmed Maher Land Use Consolidation (LUC) Advisor, Agriculture Innovation Egypt
Project (AIP) GIZ
Ms. Aoife Ossendorp Progamme Advisor, Land-at-Scale, RVO The Netherlands
Mr. Javier Prieto Programme Manager, UN-Habitat Iraq
Dr. Thameen Saleh Hijawi Senior Technical Advisor and Academic Expert, Al Quds Al Quds
University University
Palestine

Chair/moderator: Ms. Rebecca Rosario Hallin, Knowledge Management Focal Point & Gender Advisor, KIT Institute,
the Netherlands

Agenda item Presenters

Introduction — Knowledge management in Land-at-Scale Rebecca Rosario Hallin, KIT Institute

Experiences of knowledge management from four different country = Ahmed Mabher,

contexts — Egypt, Iraq, Palestine and Somalia Javier Prieto, Mohamed Alsalmiya,
Thameen Hijawi,
Federica Aquaviva

Why knowledge management? Aoife Ossendorp, RVO

Discussion Panelists

Q&A Rebecca Rosario Hallin, KIT Institute
Wrap up Rebecca Rosario Hallin, KIT Institute

Partners-led Session (8:00-9:30)
Master Class on Integrated Geospatial Information Framework and Land

Administration
[Room: Red Room]

Organizers: National Order of Topographical Surveyors - ONIGT

The United Nations Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management had established within its
ranks a subordinate Expert Group on Land Administration and Management, to advocate and raise awareness on the
merits and benefits of effective and efficient land administration and management systems, and to formulate
comprehensive policy guidance for reference by Member States.

The aim of the Masterclass is to introduce participants to the Effective Land Administration Framework, which aims
to provide a reference and guidance for establishing, strengthening, coordinating and monitoring their land
administration at the national or sub-national level. The Effective Land Administration Framework directly aligns with
and implements the Integrated Geospatial Information Framework (UN-IGIF) for the land sector.

The session will be organzied in the following sections: Part 1 Integrated Geospatial Information Framework and FELA
Presents the overall strategic framework and sets out the context and “why” geospatial information management
needs to be strengthened, and why it is a critical element of national social, economic and environmental policies. It
focuses on the role of geospatial information in the digital age. The overall strategic framework includes vision and
mission statements, seven (7) core principles, eight (8) goals and nine (9) strategic objectives, aligned with national
and global strategic frameworks.
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Part 2: Implementing IGIF and FELA Presents the implementation guide and describes the “actions” that can be taken
to strengthen geospatial information management. It provides information to design, plan, establish, implement and
maintain integrated geospatial information frameworks at the national level.

Part 3: Country Action Plans Describes the country action plan and details the guiding principles, options and actions
to be implemented at the national level, when and by whom. The country action plan includes the processes, templates
and resources needed aligned with national priorities.

Part 4: Implementation Case Studies Presents examples of countries that have undertaken IGIF and FELA projects

Part 5: Discussion Participant intervention session and Q&A

Said Lazrak CO EX INGENIERIE
Mohamed Timoulali GTOPIC
Tarek Gouda Agag Egyptian Survey Authority
Ayoub Benadim ESGT Morocco

Introduction to the MasterClass ~~ Saidlazrak
Part 1: Integrated Geospatial Information Framework and FELA Mohamed Timoulali
Part 2: Implementation of IGIF and FELA Mohamed Timoulali
Part 3: Country level action plans Mohamed Timoulali
Part 4: Case Studies of Implementation Egyptian Survey Authority Tarek Gouda Agag
Discussion Said Lazrak
Conclusions Ayoub Benadim

Technical Session (8:00-9:30)
Housing, land and property solutions for displacement and crisis

[Room: Blue Room]

Across the globe, conflict and disaster frequently drive large-scale displacement, threatening livelihoods and
undermining secure tenure. The loss of housing, land, and property (HLP) rights exacerbates vulnerabilities and
prolongs recovery, demanding urgent attention to integrated strategies that uphold dignity and promote sustainable
solutions. This session addresses the critical need for effective housing, land, and property (HLP) solutions in
displacement and crisis contexts, drawing attention to the widespread challenges faced by displaced communities
across the Arab States. Housing and land rights lie at the heart of rebuilding efforts during and after conflicts, as they
are integral to both economic recovery and stability. The session features a range of technical papers focused on
HLP-related issues, including the dynamic land-use changes in post-conflict Syria, the impact of escalations in
Palestine’s Area C, and the enhancement of urban law for better protection of HLP rights. Discussions will also focus
on cultural resilience in Egypt, Morocco, and Saudi Arabia, and the land management challenges in Gaza’'s Khan-
Younis Governorate. These diverse perspectives highlight policies and strategies for resilient, inclusive solutions that
protect the rights of displaced communities and facilitate sustainable recovery in crisis-affected regions. for 7
seconds
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The session explores diverse approaches to safeguarding HLP rights during crises, drawing on experiences from
Syria, Palestine, Egypt, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, and Gaza's Khan-Younis Governorate. Presenters will discuss land-use
dynamics, the impact of escalating conflict on displacement, the potential of HLP-sensitive urban law to prevent
violence, the role of cultural resilience for youth, and the challenges of land management under war. By examining
these case studies, the discussion invites a deeper understanding of how inclusive policies, legal reforms, and
community engagement can protect those affected by displacement and lay the groundwork for resilient, equitable
recovery.

Chair: Mr. Jim Robinson, Co-Coordinator (NRC), Global Housing, Land and Property Area of Responsibility (HLP AoR)

Technical Paper Presenters \

Mr. Muslim Qazimi
Head of Country Programme Iraq and Yemen
UN-Habitat

Deploying the Social Tenure Domain Model (STDM) in Yemen:
Opportunities and Challenges in Protracted Crisis Settings

Ms. Ola Hatoum
Regional Plans Manager — Syria
Researcher - Beijing Jiaotong University -China

Mapping the Future: land-use dynamics as catalysts in
reshaping Syria's Post-Conflict

The post-October 7 impact on the displacement of residents Mr. Mahmoud Abu Qubaita

from Area C of Palestine Al Quds University, Palestine
Housing, Land and Property (HLP)-Sensitive Urban Law: Ms. Jia Cong Ang

Enhancing urban law to protect HLP across the conflict cycle Programme Management Officer
(Conflict Prevention) UN-Habitat

High Level Session 3 (9:30-11:00)

Women and land
[Room: Plenary — Olive Room]

In this high-level session, policymakers and leaders from across the region will spotlight the transformative power of
women's secure access to land, housing, and other vital resources. Evidence shows that when women possess clear
and protected tenure rights, household welfare improves, educational opportunities expand, and community stability
grows. Secure tenure also empowers women to participate more actively in decision-making processes, both in their
families and in broader political forums—an essential factor in driving equitable development.

The session will also shed the light on encouraging examples of progress across the Arab region. From the
codification of inheritance rights to inclusive land administration practices, these positive developments illustrate the
transformative potential of ensuring women'’s tenure rights. By bringing together ministers and stakeholders, this
session aims to advance practical, inclusive solutions that empower women, promote equitable development, and
contribute to long-lasting peace.

The panelist will discuss how these benefits become even more critical during conflicts or crises, when women often
assume greater economic and caregiving responsibilities. By mitigating vulnerability to violence and leveraging
women's leadership in peace processes, secure land rights can foster enduring social cohesion. Participants will
examine both persistent challenges—such as gender-discriminatory norms, unequal power dynamics, and limited
institutional support—and emerging success stories, including legal reforms that uphold inheritance rights and land
administration practices that explicitly account for women'’s perspectives.

Through collaborative dialogue and policy commitments, the session aims to strengthen regional and national
frameworks that advance women'’s land rights. By embracing inclusive, evidence-based strategies, we can help shape
an environment where every woman, family, and community can thrive.

Chair: Ms. Nadya Khalife Regional Gender Equality Advisor ESCWA
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Mr. Salem Al Harizi Minister of Public Works and Infrastructures Yemen

Mr. Basim Yacob Al Hamer President of Survey and Land Registration Bureau Bahrain
Mr. Ali bin Ahmed bin Issa Al- Director General of Housing and Urban Planning in

. Oman
Mashani Musandam Governorate
Mr. Muhammad Al-Salem The Chief Treasury Inspector Mauritania

Technical Session (11:30 - 13:00)
Land-based financing and land valuation solutions

[Room: Olive Room]

As rapid urbanization continues to reshape cities worldwide, the need for innovative and effective land-based
financing and valuation strategies has become increasingly urgent. These strategies are essential for fostering
sustainable urban development, addressing infrastructure deficits, and promoting equitable growth. Among these
approaches, land value capture (LVC) stands out as a powerful mechanism. LVC enables governments to leverage
the increased land value created by public investments, such as transit-oriented development (TOD), to finance further
urban improvements. This not only generates much-needed resources for urban infrastructure but also ensures that
the benefits of public investments are equitably shared. However, implementing LVC and other land-based financing
frameworks presents significant challenges, particularly in regions with fragile land governance systems. Regulatory,
technical, and institutional barriers often hinder the effective adoption of these mechanisms, limiting their potential
to drive sustainable urban development. Addressing these challenges requires innovative solutions tailored to local
contexts, as well as strong collaboration among policymakers, land governance experts, and urban planners.

This session will explore cutting-edge approaches to land-based financing and valuation, drawing on case studies
and practical examples from diverse settings. Discussions will highlight how integrating LVC frameworks with transit-
oriented development can advance sustainable urban financing, while also showcasing experiences from Sudan,
where land governance challenges have shaped the implementation of LVC for urban development.

By examining these examples and fostering dialogue, the session will provide participants with insights into
leveraging land value to fund infrastructure, strengthen governance, and achieve sustainable urban growth. The goal
is to identify practical strategies to overcome barriers and unlock the transformative potential of land-based financing
solutions in addressing the pressing challenges of urbanization.

Chair: Mr. Ahmed Rezk, Head of Country Programme, UN-Habitat Egypt

Technical Paper Presenters ‘

Integrating Land Value Capture Frameworks with Transit-Oriented Mr. Luay Ahmad
Development: Advancing Sustainable Urban Financing PhD researcher Beijing Jiaotong University

Mr. Elnazir Ahmed Ramadan

Land Governance and Land Value Capture in Sudan: Overcoming Associate Professor of Geography,

Challenges for Sustainable Urban Development Department of Geography and Urban
Sustainability, Al Ain, UAE

Municipal Land Management: A Lever for Financing and Revenue Mr. Othmane Fahim

Mobilization Technical Advisor, BGF, GIZ

Mr. Abdelali Taouss — Land
Administration Consultant, GOPA
Accelerating Local Climate Action through Partnerships: Unlocking

Financing Opportunities with the City Climate Finance Gap Fund Ms. Shaden El Galaly
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Technical Paper Presenters ‘

Middle East and North Africa City Advisor,
GCoM-Gap Fund Partnership, Global
Covenant of Mayors

Partners-led Session (11:30 - 13:00)

Mobilizing land resources for rural development
[Room: Red Room]

Organizers: Ministry of the Interior, Directorate of Rural Affairs (Morocco)

This session delves into Morocco's land mobilization policy, highlighting its critical role in the country's socio-
economic development, particularly in rural areas. It traces the evolution of land policies from independence to the
present, emphasizing the objectives and impacts of each phase. The process of transforming collective lands into
individual properties, known as "melkization," is examined in detail, along with its advantages and challenges. The
study examines the policy's repercussions on rural society, the local and national economy, and territories. The role
of women, particularly "soulaliya" women, in land ownership and their contribution to economic development is
emphasized. The session identifies challenges in implementing this policy and proposes solutions for a more
sustainable future. It underscores the importance of coordination among the various ministries involved in land
management. In essence, this session provides a comprehensive overview of Morocco's land policy and its
challenges. It aims to contribute to a broader discussion on how to better leverage land potential for more equitable
and sustainable rural development.

Partners-led Session (11:30 - 13:00)
Advancing women'’s tenure security in the MENA Region: reporting, data and

initiatives to close the gap
[Room: Blue Room]

Organizers: FAO, WB, ILC, Prindex, Landesa, UN-Habitat

Land is the foundation for shelter, livelihood, and climate resilience. Land is fundamental for survival. Because land
is central to power and identity, control over land is fundamental to justice. In the Middle East and North Africa (MENA)
region, land is scarce and valuable. Demand for land is projected to dramatically increase to meet the needs of a fast-
growing urban population. Within this context, MENA nations currently face extensive challenges to ensure justice in
relation to women's ability to use, own, access, and inherit land. Recent data shows deep gender divisions in tenure
security, which is exacerbated in the contexts where conflict is often prevalent, reflecting the fragility of women land
rights in the region. In short, we are in the midst of a gendered land crisis that must be addressed, if we are to advance
broad development and environmental goals.

Within this bleak reality, there are entry points that can create pathways to advance women'’s land rights in the Arab
region and address some of the biggest challenges ahead. This session will: i) Highlight the ways in which land-related
SDG indicators 5.a.1; 5.a.2 and 1.4.2 can advance women'’s land rights in the region, ii) Review current data gaps and
challenges across the Arab region through the recent data. lii) Review initiatives and case studies that have seen
positive advancement of women'’s land rights that can be and are applied in the region.

Participants will leave the session with a deeper understanding of the data that should inform approaches,
opportunities for reporting mechanisms, specific initiatives and tools that are underway which can be used to advance
women'’s land rights, with engaged advocates and duty bearers who seek to move the needle on women'’s land rights.
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Shahd Mustafa Regional Coordinator, International Land Coalition ILC EMENA
Ward Anseaw Senior Land Tenure Officer, FAO Global
Ashleigh flowers Global Manager, Stand for Her Land-Landesa Global
Didier Giscard Senior Land Administration Specialist, World Bank MENA

Chair: Eva Hershaw, Global Data Lead- International Land Coalition

Agenda item Presenters

Presentation of Indicators and data FAO/ILC
Interactive questions

World Bank, Landesa, International

Presenting toolkits, projects, and case studies Land Coalition

Q/A
Conclusions Chair

Partners-led Session (13:30 —15:00)
Capturing Urbanization Values Through Land-Use Planning and Land Management in

Egypt

[Room: Olive Room]

Organizers: Urban Development Fund (UDF), General Organization for Physical Planning (GOPP), UN-Habitat
Egypt

The session will shed the light on the Egyptian experience in advancing urban regeneration and capturing urbanization
values through land-use planning and land management. The session promotes cross learning from various
experiences focusing on land-use planning and land management and how it can play an effective role in funding
comprehensive urban regeneration schemes, promote cross finance in urban areas within city development visions
to advance city-wide impacts and accelerate SDGs in cities.

The “participatory city-wide urban upgrading project in Egypt” project implemented in cooperation with the Urban
Development Fund (UDF) aims to provide innovative urban regeneration tools and approaches to optimize land value,
reduce inequalities and improve living conditions in urban areas in Egypt. It will present the new effective and inclusive
tools and methodologies used by UDF to ensure financial, social and environmental feasibility and innovate financing
mechanisms for the identified priority development projects.

While Hayenna project implemented in cooperation with the General Organization for Physical Planning (GOPP) will
present land readjustment and land value capture tools in Egypt and how these tools can support a more inclusive
and self-financed integrated urban regeneration in cities. The Integrated Urban Development Project “Hayenna”
presents an innovative model for the implementation of the Participatory and Inclusive Land Readjustment (PILaR)
tool which comes hand in hand with a strategy for local economic development and a design for innovative financing
methods and mechanisms to mobilize local resources necessary to finance the necessary expenditures.

Speakers
Dr. Khaled Abdelhalim Governor of Qena, Egyptian Government Egypt
Dr. Ayman EIShehaby Governor of Damietta, Egyptian Government Egypt
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Eng. Alaa Abdelfatah Assistant Minister of Local Development Egypt

Eng. Khaled Sedik Chairman, UDF

Eng. Hesham Gohar Head of Central Administration of Project Studies, Planning and Egypt
Design, UDF

Eng. Elham Kassem Head of GOPP Chairperson Office and National project Egypt

Manager of Hayenna Project, GOPP

Chair: Mr. Ahmed Rezk, Head of Country Programme, UN-Habitat Egypt

Agenda item Presenters
Introduction to the session outline and objectives Mr. Ahmed Rezk

UDF role in advancing urban regeneration through optimized land values

. . Eng. Hesham Gohar
and cross finance in urban areas

Hayenna Presentation LVC through land readjustment Eng. Elham Kassem
Panel discussion: Questions for panel members facilitated by Ahmed Dr. Khaled Abdelhalim
Rezk Dr. Ayman EIShehaby

Eng. Alaa Abdelfatah
Eng. Khaled Seddik
Eng. Elham Kassem

Q&A Moderated by Ahmed Rezk
Closing remarks Panelists

Partners-led Session (13:30 —15:00)

Data Collaboratives and Tools for Resilience in the Arab Region
[Room: Red Room]

Organizers: Land Portal and International Land Coalition (ILC)

Land data is a powerful tool to address the Arab region's pressing challenges in managing land, ranging from climate
change impacts to social inequalities and ongoing conflicts. However, significant gaps in land data, exacerbated by closed
data systems, limit equitable access to information, hinder informed decision-making and widen developmental gaps, with
the significant displacement of people within the region, specifically marginalized groups and IDPs. To overcome these
barriers, this session will examine the model of Data Collaboratives (and their respective tools) as one approach to
monitoring land use, securing land rights, and ensuring accountability. Furthermore, we will explore collaborative data
efforts rather than isolated initiatives to address the challenges of poor land and data governance in the Arab region. The
EC Data Partnership is one such example of a Data Collaborative. It brings together a broad range of partners, including
the International Land Coalition (ILC), Land Portal, Prindex, and Land Matrix who share land data and expertise to support
informed decision-making on land governance at multiple levels.

The experts will discuss how tools such as the SOLIndex, Land Matrix, Prindex, Landex and LandMark can offer insights
into multiple dimensions of land issues. The collaboration among these initiatives broadens the focus from data
transparency for its own sake, to actionable data that can fill data gaps and promote equity, accountability, and
resilience. The session aims to promote actions and showcase opportunities for stakeholders in the Arab region to engage
with data collaboratives and use the tools to help foster collaborative data ecosystems for resilient and inclusive land
governance systems.

Note before attending the session:

Kindly register your profile at https://landportal.org/user/register
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To join the media center and online debates https://landportal.org/debates

Dina Naguib Arab states consulting coordinator for Data and Land Portal Foundation

land governance
Eva Hershaw Lead, Global Data & Land Monitoring International land Coalition
Shahd Almukhtar ILC EMENA region Coordinator International land Coalition
Salwa Saadi Associate Professor Faculty of Sciences, University of

Tunis

(TBC) Representative of Moroccan Gov. Government of Morocco
Matteo Sposato EMENA Focal Point at National Land Coalition International land Coalition

Chair: Ms. Dina Naguib

Presentation of various tools Land Portal, International Land
Coalition

Interactive Panel Discussion; Q/A Land Portal, International Land
Coalition

Case Studies & demonstration SOLIndex/Prindex/ Landex/ LandMark

Closing remarks & potential collaborations All Panel

Partners-led Session (13:30 —15:00)

Land Registration and cadastre at the service of national land governance ANCFCC
[Room: Blue Room]

Organizers: National Agency for Real Estate Conservation, Real Estate Survey, and Cartography- Morocco

This session will look at the Land Registration System in Morocco by showing its principles, its advantages and its
role in strengthening land security and then the issues linked to Land Registration procedures & the registration of
facts, provisions and conventions on land records. On another level, it will shed light on the Moroccan Cadastre, its
specificities and its strong points; by discussing the importance and contributions of current cadastral projects.

Participants will discuss the importance of cadastral and land information in improving land governance and will
identify the main challenges related to its production, updating and making it available. They will also discuss the
purpose of systematically enriching knowledge on national land structures which will promote optimal management
of national land assets and constitute a relevant leverage in National Land Governance.

Speakers ‘
M.MUSTAPHA KAHHAK DIRECTOR OF CADASTRE - PRESIDENT & LEADER ANCECC-MAROC
M.DRISS LAZREK GENERAL CONSERVATIVE- LEADER ANCECC-MAROC
M.ABDERRAHIM HZIKAR HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - RAPPORTEUR ANCECC-MAROC

Chair: M. MUSTAPHA KAHHAK, Director of Cadastre, National Agency for Land Conservation, Cadastre and
Cartography, Morocco

Agenda item Presenters

LAND REGISTRATION & LAND RELATED BUSINESS M.DRISS LAZREK
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Agenda item Presenters

THE MOROCCAN CADASTRE M.MUSTAPHA KAHHAK

Civil Society Assembly (16:00 — 17:30)

[Room: Plenary - Olive Room]

Organized in cooperation with the International Land Coalition, this Plenary session tackles the region’s critical
challenges of climate change and biodiversity preservation while highlighting the vital role of civil society in land
governance. Despite harsh conditions, local communities continue to implement best practices and secure tenure
rights. In this context, the International Land Coalition empowers civil society organizations to actively shape decision-
making processes.

The session will demonstrate how these organizations can unite to form and lead multi-stakeholder platforms that
advance people-centered land governance. Such platforms not only amplify a collective voice and mobilize shared
strategies but also foster meaningful partnerships with both local and central governments.

Drawing on the experiences of National Land Coalitions in Jordan and Palestine, the session will present real-world
examples of effective engagement. In Jordan, the coalition is actively implementing its strategy by engaging
grassroots communities, local stakeholders, and governmental authorities on issues such as pastoralism and nature
protection. In Palestine, despite ongoing conflict and occupation, the coalition champions a rights-based approach to
land issues, prioritizing secure land access and food security.

Finally, the session will emphasize the need for robust collaboration among civil society organizations and other
stakeholders. Participants will contribute to a draft CSO declaration aimed at shaping the final conference declaration,
ensuring that civil society’s perspective is fully integrated into future policies and strategies.

Shahd Mustafa Regional Coordinator International Land Coalition
Matteo Sposato Programme Associate — National Land Coalitions International Land Coalitions
(NLCs)

Thaer Fakhoury Network Facilitator of NLC Palestine Arab Centre for Agricultural
Development (Palestine)

Omaymah Shaltaf | Technical Facilitator of NLC Palestine Arab Agronomists Association
(Palestine)

Raed Gharib Network Facilitator of NLC Jordan SEEDS (Jordan)

Rana Abu-Saada Technical Facilitator of NLC Jordan

Amina Amharsh Representative of Indigenous People Constituency AZUL Network (Morocco)

Chair: Ms. Shahd Mustafa

Agenda item Presenters
Welcome, Session objectives and Introduction to ILC Network Shahd Mustafa
The mechanism of National Land Coalitions (NLCs) Matteo Sposato
. . Thaer Fakhoury
Story and perspectives from the NLC of Palestine Omaymah Shaltaf
Raed Gharib

Story and perspectives from the NLC of Jordan Rana Abu-Saada
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Agenda item Presenters

Q&A
Interactive questionnaire to draft CSO declaration & Open discussion
CSO’s declaration & Closing Amina Amharsh

Partners-led Session (16:00 — 17:30)
Preserving agricultural land from urbanization: a global challenge for sustainable

development
[Room: Blue Room]

Organizers:

Ministry of National Territory Planning, Land Planning, Housing and City Policy (Morocco)

Regional Inspectorate of Urban Planning, Architecture and Land Planning of the Rabat-Salé-Kénitra region
Moroccan Association of Researchers in Geomatics and Land Governance

Preserving agricultural land against the urban expansion is a critical challenge for Arab countries, confronting rapid
urbanization, centralization of resources, and a lack of land regulation. This dynamic leads to the conversion of
agricultural land into residential or industrial areas, threatening food security, disrupting ecosystems and increasing
greenhouse gas emissions.

This session aims to explore balanced planning strategies to limit urban sprawl, promote densification, rehabilitate
existing contexts, and integrate sustainable solutions. Discussions will focus on the challenges and impacts of
uncontrolled urbanization on agricultural land, regulatory, technical and financial tools to protect these lands, as well
as the use of modern technologies such as GIS and remote sensing for specific land management.

The objectives include bringing together relevant stakeholders to discuss suitable solutions, sharing inspiring
experiences on the national and international levels, and proposing innovative practices as well as a legal framework
adapted to the Arab context.

The expected results are recommendations to limit the urbanization of agricultural land, concrete solutions for
sustainable management, the definition of monitoring mechanisms using geomatic tools, and the enforcement of
coordination between institutions, researchers and local stakeholders.

Speakers

m

Ministry of Territorial
Lamya Sarhrouchni Regional Inspector of Rabat Salé Kénitra Planning, Urban Planning
and City Policy/Morocco
the Moroccan Association of Researchers in Geomatics

Chaimae Erredaf and Land Governance AMC-GOF Morocco

Ministry of Territorial
Planning, Urban Planning
and City Policy/Morocco

Director of the Urban Agency of Kénitra- Sidi Kacem-

Mme Nahid Hamtami Sidi Slimane

Ministry of Agriculture and Maritime Fisheries, Rural

Mahjoub Lahrache Development and Water and Forests Morocco
Soukaina Al Nasrawi United Natigns Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia UNESCWA
Ministry of Agriculture and Maritime Fisheries, Rural
Morocco

Development and Water and Forests
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Speakers

Direction of Irrigation and Agricultural Land
Development

Chair: Regional inspection of Urban Planning, Architecture and Territorial Development of Rabat-Salé-Kénitra

Presentation of the legal framework and state procedures for the Lamya Sarhrouchni, Regional Inspector
protection of agricultural land - Case of Morocco of Rabat Salé Kénitra

Urbanization of agricultural land in Morocco: Issues and perspectives Chaimae Erredaf, AMC-GOF

for sustainability - Case of the Gharb irrigated area.

Urban planning: a key tool for preserving agricultural land against non- Mme Nahid Hamtami,

regulatory housing expansion Director of the Urban Agency of

Kénitra- Sidi Kacem- Sidi Slimane
Balancing Urban Growth and Sustainability: Measuring Urban Economic = UNESCWA

Resilience
The preservation of agricultural land in Morocco in the service of Ministry of Agriculture and Maritime
sustainable food security Fisheries, Rural Development and

Water and Forests

Direction of Irrigation and Agricultural
Land Development

The regional dimension of the preservation of agricultural land Ministry of Agriculture and Maritime
Fisheries, Rural Development and
Water and Forests

Partners-led Session (18:00 — 19:30)

Multi-purpose land consolidation for inclusive rural transformation in the Arab region
[Room: Olive Room]

Organizers: FAO, RVO Netherlands, Kadaster International Netherlands, IDLO Tunisia

This session will look at the significant potential of multi-purpose land consolidation as a land governance approach
to stimulate development in the Arab region. In its simplest form, the land consolidation process involves
readjustment of fragmented land parcels with the aim of forming larger and more rational land holdings, over which
the owners hold stronger and more certain tenure rights. But there is significant evidence that consolidation can act
as a catalyst for transformative change in a wide range of other dimensions. It can improve the adoption of more
advanced agricultural techniques, stimulate investment in equipment and machinery, and increase farm productivity
and income. In this way, the process can create a conducive environment for rural entrepreneurship and enhanced
cooperation among farmers. By providing better tenure security and access to credit, it can also incentivize farmers
to invest their time, energy, and money in setting up climate-smart practices such as soil conservation techniques,
water management systems, and agroforestry, which can mitigate the negative effects of climate change, improve
soil fertility and promote sustainable land management.

Multi-purpose land consolidation is a tool that, depending on local needs, in addition to agricultural development can
support the implementation of public projects related to increased biodiversity, environmental protection and climate
change adaptation and mitigation.

This session will showcase good practices, including from countries in Europe, and place emphasis on i) The
importance of extending the traditional focus of land consolidation on agricultural development to address wider
challenges, particularly around climate change and irrigation, ii) The need to accompany and integrate land
consolidation initiatives with efforts to improve access to credit and iii) The importance of ensuring that women
rightsholders and land users are actively involved in land consolidation.
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Ms. Aoife Ossendorp Programme Advisor, Netherlands Enterprise Agency (RVO) Netherlands
Mr. Morten Hartvigsen Land Tenure Officer, Food and Agriculture Organization of the FAO
United Nations (FAQ)
Mr. Ahmed Shehata Country Representative, International Development Law IDLO Tunisia
organization (IDLO)
Ms. Marije Louwsma Senior Advisor, Kadaster International Netherlands
Mr. Ahmed Maher Land Use Consolidation Senior Advisor, Agriculture Innovation Egypt
Project (AIP), GIZ
Representative from the Government of Morocco Morocco

Chair: Bradley Paterson, FAO Land Tenure Specialist

Agenda item Presenters

Welcome and overview of the session Bradley Paterson

Setting the scene: Land governance in the Arab region Aoife Ossendorp
Keynote presentation on multi-purpose land consolidation and its
potential in the Arab region

Keynote presentation: Linking land consolidation with access to credit &
the role of women

Morten Hartvigsen

Ahmed Shehata

Marije Louwsma, Ahmed Maher,

Panel discussion drawing on regional examples Representative from the Government of
Morocco

Q & A/ continued discussion with the audience Bradley Paterson

Wrap up and closing Bradley Paterson

Partners-led Session (18:00 — 19:30)
Addressing Land Governance Challenges: Launch of the Arab World Academic

Network of Excellence
[Room: Red Room]

Organizers:

Al-Quds University, Palestine; Cairo University — Egypt; University of Duhok — Iraq ; Arab Land Initiative
Hassan Il Institute of Agronomy and Veterinary Medicine (IAV Hassan Il) — Morocco

The session aims to launch the Arab Academic Excellence Network for Land Governance, comprising a number of
leading Arab universities in land administration and governance. It seeks to foster scientific and professional
dialogue among stakeholders, actors, and conference participants to enhance the role of higher education
institutions in supporting and advancing the land administration and governance sector in the Arab world. The
session will focus on four key themes: strengthening regional and international collaboration to design innovative
academic and training programs in land governance; exploring the potential, challenges, and mechanisms for
developing scientific research projects to produce smart solutions for land governance challenges; developing the
technical and professional skills of land governance practitioners; and framing strategies to support and expand the
network regionally and globally. Additionally, the session will address priority issues such as community
empowerment, climate resilience, urban expansion, agricultural land degradation, women and land, and food
security within land administration and governance. The session's expected outcomes include establishing a unified
platform for academic institutions to exchange research, expertise, and training experiences, fostering innovative
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solutions to land governance challenges, and supporting the localization of sustainable development goals in the
Arab world. The discussions are also anticipated to yield recommendations for enhancing the network and
maximizing the role of higher education institutions in advancing land governance.

Speakers

Dr. Samer Raddad Associated Professor, urban and regional planning Al-Quds University,
Palestine.

Dr. Moha El Ayachi Professor, Geomatic Sciences and Surveying Hassan Il Institute of

engineering Agronomy and Veterinary

Medicine — Morocco.

Dr. Heba Allah Essam Khalil  Professor of Sustainable Urbanism Cairo University — Egypt

Dr. Layla Rasul Associated Professor, urban planning University of Duhok - Iraq

Ms. Ombretta Tempra Arab Land initiative Coordinator UN-Habitat, Regional Office

MS. Kholoud Saad Salama Land Governance Consultant Arab Land Initiative

Chair: Dr. Samer Raddad, Al-Quds University, Palestine

Agenda item Presenters

Samer Raddad, Al-Quds University,
Palestine.

Moha El Ayachi - Hassan Il Institute of
Agronomy and Veterinary Medicine —
Morocco.

Launching the Arab Academic Excellence Network for Land Governance

The Network's Role in Developing Academic Curricula and Training
Programs in Land Administration and Governance in the Arab World.

The Network's Role in Establishing a Collaborative Approach to Support T . _—
and Develop the Scientific Research Agenda in Land Administration and II;IebatAIIah nelfl - Ceft Eiersiy
Governance in the Arab World. ayp

The Network's Role in Enhancing Practitioner Skills and Professional
Development in Land Administration and Governance in the Arab World.
The Role of the Arab Land Initiative in Framing, Developing, and Ombretta Tempra

Supporting the Arab Academic Excellence Network for Land Governance = UN-Habitat - Regional Office
in the Arab World.

Layla Rasul - University of Duhok - Iraq

Partners-led Session (18:00 — 19:30)

From Fit-For-Purpose to GeoAl: The Cadastral Modernization Journey
[Room: Blue Room]

Organizers: Esri and Geomatic

The session will focus on the foundation of Multi-Purpose Cadastres (MPCs) and Geospatial Artificial Intelligence
(GeoAl) for National Spatial Data Infrastructures (NSDIs) as an innovative and smart solution for land management,
property registration, and sustainable investments. The speakers will provide future-facing technical context and best
international practices through multi-sector perspectives and expertise. Through case studies, dynamic
conversations, and on-the-ground challenges, the audience will be presented with essential components of and
leading technical methodologies for a successful NSDI based on MPC and GeoAl techniques to realize increased
national tenure and financial security.

NSDIs improve decision making, increase government efficiency, and support an area’s economic sustainability
through public and private access to geospatial data and information products including cross-government
coordination. The implementation of an NSDI using a MPC as foundation would provide increased benefits to an
area’s land administration, natural resource management, rural and urban planning, and sustainable development
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initiatives. The application and adoption of GeoAl and FFP land administration methodology would further the
success of an interoperable, innovative, and sustainable NSDI.

Speakers

Reda Yaagoubi Associate Professor, School of Geomatics and Surveying Morocco
Engineering, Hassan Il Institute of Agronomy and Veterinary
Medicine, Rabat, Morocco

Jill Urban-Karr Sr. Business Development Manager, Esri USA

Tarek Agag Chief of Mapping, Egyptian Survey Authority Egypt

Chair: Katie Pickett, Project Manager, Land Administration, Esri, USA

Agenda item Presenters

Building Sustainable NSDI: Leveraging MPC for Land Administration

Fit-For-Purpose Land Administration: Practical and Cost-Effective
Strategies for Enhancing Land Tenure Security

Geospatial Artificial Intelligence for MPC-Driven NSDIs Pr. Reda Yaagoubi

Jill Urban-Karr
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DAY 3: Thursday 20 February 2025

Day 3: Live streaming links
For virtual participants, the live streaming links are the same per room across the sessions throughout the day. Please
access the sessions according to their assigned room link:

Floor https://youtube.com/live/d3702BeTtfQ?feature=share

AR https://youtube.com/live/in1wL SKgkw8?feature=share
FR https://youtube.com/live/mry4Hm-hCJo?feature=share
ENG https://youtube.com/live/P-qAhC6qPOQ?feature=share

Olive Room

Floor https://youtube.com/live/H1RI2-1Rgh8?feature=share
AR https://youtube.com/live/hUBEiU6eu3A?feature=share
FR https://youtube.com/live/qk1jXz3iCok?feature=share
ENG https://youtube.com/live/7kE4xtquV_0?feature=share

Red Room

Floor https://youtube.com/live/qq2vHIutK_8?feature=share
AR https://youtube.com/live/TORYz3Y4L mQ?feature=share
FR https://youtube.com/live/vOaueeJ2Ee4?feature=share
ENG https://youtube.com/live/c0QmCBe4a-k?feature=share

Blue Room

Partners-led Session (8:00-9:30)
Strengthening the capacity building for scientific production and dissemination to
support sustainable development strategies in the Arab world

[Room: Olive Room]

Organizers:

IAV Hassan Il (Morocco), University Nouakchott (Mauritania), Cairo University (Egypt),

Tunis El Manar University (Tunisia), Khartoum University (Sudan), NELGA NA,

National Center for Scientific Research in Morocco, Al-Quds University, University of Dohuk, Iraq

Strengthening the capacity building for the production and dissemination of the knowledge in the Arab world on
land development has become essential to be able to address strategies related to land development policies and
governance in the Arab world. Therefore, it is necessary to intensify efforts to strengthen the partnership between
institutions and academic bodies to coordinate efforts and exchange experiences on central issues related to land.
The aim of this session is to sensitize and mobilize scientists and researchers from the Arab world and beyond to
collaborate in building scientific and procedural foundations for a strategy of capacity building and knowledge
dissemination. The session will showcase a scientific platform specialized in publishing research, studies and
knowledge on land use, management, organization and ownership in the Arab world on a regular basis. It highlights
scientific rigor and regional focus, making it attractive to researchers, policy makers and professionals involved in
land issues in the Arab world.

The focus will be on the “Arab World” which spans a specific geographical axis in order to open a gateway to attract
a wide audience interested in land development issues in the region. In parallel, scholars and researchers from
outside the region can provide insights that contribute to the experiences in the Arab world. The session will
mobilize Arab talent to address the challenges of land governance in the region in the areas of urbanization,
desertification, and resource management

Chair: Dr. Salwa SAIDI
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https://youtube.com/live/d37o2BeTtfQ?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/in1wLSKqkw8?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/mry4Hm-hCJo?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/P-qAhC6qPOQ?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/H1RI2-1Rgh8?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/hUBEiU6eu3A?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/qk1jXz3iCok?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/7kE4xtquV_0?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/TORYz3Y4LmQ?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/vOaueeJ2Ee4?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/c0QmCBe4a-k?feature=share

Agenda item

Introduction and moderation of the session

Dr. Salwa SAIDI

Building capacity in land governance

Dr. Moha EL-AYACHI, Professor Hassan Il Agronomic and Veterinary Institute

Coordinator of the NELGA North Africa Node

The role of the Centre national de la recherche scientifique et technique in disseminating knowledge
Ms. Fadoua EL MAGUIRI

The role of scientific research in the development of land governance

Dr. Heba Allah Essam E. Khalil, Professor of Sustainable Urbanism, Cairo University

The Objectives behind the Publication

Dr. Samer Raddad, Associated Professor, urban and regional planning

Al-Quds University, Palestine.

Strengthening knowledge and promoting capacity building in Sahelo-Saharan countries
Dr. Ousmane Wagué

Moderation of discussion and interaction on session content

Mr. Ahmed Malki

Technical Session (8:00-9:30)
Land for food security and climate action

[Room: Red Room]

Land is a cornerstone for achieving food security and mitigating the impacts of climate change. In regions facing
conflict, climate variability, and population growth, land-related challenges are deeply intertwined with historical
legacies, legal frameworks, and social dynamics. Addressing these challenges is vital to fostering sustainable
agricultural practices, enhancing community resilience, and ensuring environmental sustainability.

This session will explore the complex role of land governance in advancing food security and climate action, with a
focus on the Middle East. The discussion will draw on key technical papers examining the issue of tribal lands in
Jordan, a historical perspective on tribal lands in Syria will provide insights into the evolving dynamics of land
ownership and governance within tribal communities, highlighting how conflict and socio-political changes have
shaped land management over time. Additionally, the role of national coalitions in strengthening the influence of civil
society in reforming land laws and legislation will be explored, emphasizing how inclusive and equitable policies can
address pressing food security and climate challenges. By integrating these perspectives, the session aims to shed
light on innovative solutions and collaborative strategies for sustainable land governance. Participants will engage in
discussions on how land policies can be reformed to address the needs of communities, protect food systems, and
strengthen resilience to climate change, offering actionable pathways toward equitable and sustainable outcomes.

Chair: Ms. Lamiaa Melegui, UN-Habitat Egypt

Technical Paper Presenters
Mr. Rafic Khouri

Tribal lands in Syria: A Historical Approach Arab Union of Surveyors

The role of national coalitions in enhancing the role of civil Dr. Raed Gharib
societies in amending laws and legislation related to land Co-founder and CEO of Seeds Jordan
Prof. Elena Bresci, University of Florence, Italy
Integrated Land and Water Management with Non-Conventional - PRIMA AG-WaMED Project
Waters in the Mediterranean Area Prof. Yassine Ait Brahim, Mohammed VI

Polytechnic University, Morocco
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Technical Paper Presenters
Dr. Catalin Stefan, TU Dresden, Germany —
PRIMA AGREEMAR Project
Prof. Anis Chkirbene, Université de Carthage,
Tunisia — PRIMA AGREEMAR Project
Dr. Giulio Castelli, University of Florence, Italy
- PRIMA AG-WaMED Project
Dr. Fawaz Rabhi Abu Hijleh,
Land Administration Expert, Jordan
Dr. Hassan Elmouelhi
Co-Producing Green Public Spaces in Arab Cities: Land Habitat Unit - Chair of International
Management and Participatory Greening Urbanism and Design

Technische Universitat Berlin

The problem of tribal lands in Jordan

Partners-led Session (8:00-9:30)
Housing, Land, and Property Rights Solutions in Post-Conflict Iraq: Gender Equity and
E-land Governance

[Room: Blue Room]
Organizers: UN-Habitat Iraq Country Programme

This session highlights the collaborative efforts of UN-Habitat and the Government of Iraq to address HLP challenges
in post-conflict regions. UN-Habitat has adopted an incremental approach, beginning with urgent solutions to secure
tenure while laying the foundation for long-term land governance reforms. Through community consultations, land
claims are verified, and targeted awareness-raising sessions have been conducted to empower female-headed
households, who often face heightened barriers due to deeply ingrained cultural norms and exclusion from land
inheritance. Initial efforts focused on securing occupancy rights through property mapping, issuing occupancy
certificates, and building institutional capacity for sustainable solutions.

A key element of these efforts is Social Tenure Domain Model, a tool for managing informal tenure documents and
spatial data. It has been playing a vital role in recognizing informal rights in areas without formal land systems.

Building on these solutions, current efforts have evolved to focus on:
+ Upgrading occupancy certificates to formal ownership titles.

+ Piloting a digital land registry system.

+ Driving Iraq’s transition toward e-land governance.

Additionally, efforts are underway to reform the land registration law through a legal framework review and policy
dialogues. These reforms aim to incorporate digital advancements that enhance efficiency, transparency, and the
legal validity of processes such as digital signatures, technical specifications for titles, and cadastral plans and
interoperability with other agencies.

As part of this transition, pilot projects in four regions are digitizing archives to demonstrate effective management
of graphical, alphanumeric, and documentary records, serving as a model for broader land governance and data
digitization initiatives.

Chair: Muslim Qazimi, Head of Country Programme, UN-Habitat Iraq

Speakers

Mr. Muslim Qazimi Head of Country Programme (Acting) UN-Habitat Iraq
Country Programme

Page 27 of 36



Mr. Javier Prieto Programme Manager UN-Habitat Iraq
Country Programme

Ms. Ibtisam Raheem Director General of the Real Estate Registration Directorate = Ministry of Justice

Abdullah Iraq

Mr. Ahmed Luaebi Director General of Judicial Relations Ministry of Justice
Iraq

Mr. Rasi Yousif Hameed Director General of the Implementation Directorate Ministry of Justice
Iraq

Mr. Sameem Muqdad Director General of the Administration and Financial Ministry of Justice

Abood Directorate Iraq

Agenda item Presenters

Open Remarks Muslim Qazimi, Presenter

Iraq’s HLP rights in post-conflict context Ahmed Luaebi, Presenter
Iraq’s registration framework Ibtisam Raheem Abdullah,
Presenter

Facilitating Yazidi's returns in Sinjar through securing tenure rights & Formalizing Muslim Qazimi, Presenter
Yazidi’'s HLP rights
Rasi Yousif Hameed
Sameem Mugdad Abood
Modernising Urban Knowledge (MULK): Transitioning to E-Land Governance in Javier Prieto, Presenter
Iraq
Land Registration Legal Framework Review — Assessment & Recommendations  Javier Prieto, Presenter

Strengthening Administration and operational for e-land governance by Javier Prieto, Presenter
digitization and e-registration system STDM

Closing Remark Muslim Qazimi, Presenter

Youth and Land Assembly (9:30 — 11:00)

[Room: Plenary - Olive Room]

Across the Arab region, addressing urban crises - including the impacts of conflict, displacement and refugee crises,
climate change, pandemics and health inequalities, pollution and congestion, and inadequate housing and informal
settlements - is vital to shaping sustainable cities and communities. Organized in cooperation with the Noon Centre
for Equality and Diversity, University of East London, this Plenary session particularly focuses on how young people
cope with insecurities, mental and physical, and the adverse effects on their health and wellbeing as a result of urban
crises. It recognises the significant role of strengthening tenure security for young men and women (who account for
approximately 1 in 5 of the population across the region, and up to 60% in urban areas), and the role of housing, land,
and property (HLP) rights. Drawing on the experiences of GLTN partners, the session seeks to create dialogue and
strengthen partnership and awareness of youth challenges and perspectives. ‘Cultural resilience’ is a key for
strengthening Arab communities — framed through shared distinctive urban identity, heritage, language, religious
practices, and adaptability — and is essential to finding innovative urban solutions and developing inclusive and
sustainable urban development approaches. As highlighted at the 10th World Urban Forum in Abu Dhabi (2020) and
reaffirmed in the ‘Cairo Call to Action’ at the 12th World Urban Forum in Cairo, Egypt (2024), cultural diversity and
heritage is a vital for ‘driving social inclusion, fostering resilience, and offering sustainable economic opportunities’.
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This dialogue will bring together global partners and experts to share their experiences and insights, deepening our
understanding of the challenges young people face in accessing and securing housing, land, and property rights. With
a focus on cultural resilience—the strength drawn from shared identity, heritage, language, faith, and adaptability—the
session highlights how diversity builds inclusive communities and drives sustainable opportunities. The conversation
will also feature the dynamic FIG Young Surveyors Network.

As part of the International Federation of Surveyors (FIG), this network connects early-career professionals in
surveying, geospatial sciences, and related fields. Their fresh perspectives and enthusiasm are key to rethinking
traditional approaches to land governance and sustainable development, effectively bridging the gap between
established experts and emerging leaders. In a collaborative and engaging setting, participants will explore best
practices for creating youth-friendly approaches to housing, land, and property development. Emphasizing the vital
role of secure land rights and youth-led initiatives, the session aims to spark actionable recommendations that
empower young people to shape the future of HLP governance. The session also highlights the significance of culture,
faith and identity in Arab cities, innovative tools, approaches, methodologies, and strategies to help drive positive
urban change.

Overall, this plenary session seeks to build a collaborative platform where the challenges and aspirations of youth are
at the forefront of urban development, ensuring that the drive toward sustainable urbanization is both inclusive and
resilient.

Siraj Sait Director of Noon Centre for Equality and Diversity, University of East London
Heba Allah Essam Khalil Professor of Sustainable Urbanism, Cairo University

Salma Mustafa (Egypt) Programme Officer, UN-Habitat Regional Office for Arab States

Angela Anyakora (Nigeria) Vice Chair and VSCP Lead, FIG Young Surveyors Network (YSN)

Ahmed Hemoudi (Sudan) Land Administration Specialist, FIG YSN Africa Network

Thaer Fakhoury (Palestine) Youth Representative, International Land Coalition

Mosaab El-Ayachi (Morocco) Biodiversity research officer, Biotope Morocco

Nilofer Sait (United Kingdom) NIHR Project Youth Negotiator, University of East London

Khayem Chemli (Tunisia) Former Head of Advocacy and Research, ASF Euro-Mediterranean (Tunisia)
Ayman El-Saoudi (Lebanon) Project Manager Youth Trainer, Development for people and Nature

Association (DPNA)

Chair: Prof. Dr. Heba Allah Essam E. Khalil, Professor of Sustainable Urbanism, Cairo University

Introductory remarks by Professor Siraj Sait (University of East London/GLTN)

Opening comments by the event moderators Professor Heba Khalil (Cairo University/NELGA)
Interventions by:

Salma Mustafa (youth empowerment tools in UN-Habitat)

Ahmed Hemoudi (youth and Land Administration)

Angela Anyakora (Generational Sustainability; Volunteer Community Surveyors)

Thaer Fakhoury (Youth, Socio-economic empowerment and agriculture, Palestine)

Mr. Mosaab El-Ayachi (environment and youth, Morocco)

Mr. Khayem Chemli (migration, Tunisia)

o scwN =
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7. Mr. Ayman El-Saoudi (humanitarianism and conflict, Lebanon)
8. Ms. Nilofer Sait (urban health and sustainable cities, Arab diaspora)

Discussion from speakers comments and case studies, interventions from session participants

Closing remarks by Prof. Siraj Sait, University of East London/GLTN

Partners-led Session (9:30 — 11:00)

Launch of Pinheiro Principles Handbook for the MENA Region

Housing and Property Restitution for Refugees and Displaced Persons: Implementing
the Pinheiro Principles in the Middle East and North Africa

[Room: Blue Room]

Keynote speaker: Dr. Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro, Independent International Commission of Inquiry on
the Syrian Arab Republic

The year 2025 marks the 20th anniversary of the approval of the Principles on Housing and Property Restitution
for Refugees and Displaced Persons, also known as the Pinheiro Principles. Through consultations, case studies
and joint work, the FAO, IOM, OHCHR, UN-Habitat, NRC as well as UNHCR, have been gathering good practices
from throughout the Middle East and North Africa related to securing the resolution of housing and property
restitution issues for refugees and displaced persons.

This is all put forward in this joint publication which testifies to how the realization of the right to housing and
property restitution for refugees and internally displaced persons is key to creating durable peace and for the
realization of related human rights. Many years in the making, the publication is more relevant today than ever,
as a tool to overcome the many challenges to the realization of these rights in the region and beyond.

During this session we will hear from key experts and actors on housing and property rights that are working in
and on the Middle East and North Africa, who will share their experiences from past work and their vision for the
way forward in the region.

Moderator: Therese Arnesen, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

Ombretta Tempra Human Settlements Officer — Land Specialist, Global Co- UN-Habitat
Coordinator, Housing Land and Property Rights Area of
Responsibility, Arab Land Initiative Coordinator

Fidaa F. Haddad Senior Programme Officer (Forestry) - Team Leader Greening FAO
Agriculture - Secretary of the Near East Forestry and Range
Commission - Regional Office for the Near East and North
Africa Region

Jim Robinson Co-Coordinator (NRC), Global Housing, Land and Property Area NRC
of Responsibility (HLP AoR)
Ahmed Mansour Regional Coordinator Habitat International Coalition’'s HIC-HLRN

Housing and Land Rights Network (HLRN)
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Partners-led Session (11:30 — 13:30)
The Role of Land Professionals in the Arab States: Advancing Trust and Effective

Land Governance
[Room: Olive Room]

Co-organized by the Arab Land Initiative and the International Federation of Surveyors (FIG). FIG, with its extensive
global network of surveyors and land professionals, plays a pivotal role in promoting best practices and innovative
solutions for sustainable land management worldwide.

This session unpacks and explores the important relationship between the land sector, land professionals, and the
community in the Arab region. A trusting and responsible relationship can lead to more effective land administration
and governance. An overview of the key players in the region and international organisations will be given — alongside
the contemporary challenges of ensuring effective engagement at the national and local levels.

The session emphasizes the importance of fostering trust and accountability among these groups as the foundation
for effective land administration and governance. By examining the diverse responsibilities of land professionals—
from policymakers and surveyors to planners and technologists—the session underscores how their expertise is
crucial to successfully managing both urban and rural environments.

The session will start with a presentation about the FIG then a dynamic panel discussion where experts will share
best practices that illustrate the impact of a well-integrated, professional approach to land management.

An open forum will follow, inviting attendees to contribute their experiences and ideas in order to identify actionable
opportunities for strengthening the role of land professionals across the Arab states.

Ultimately, the session aims to provide participants with a clearer understanding of how transparent, accountable,
and innovative land governance can drive sustainable development and progress throughout the region.

Chair: Dr. Rohan Bennett, Chair of Commission 7 of the International Federation of Surveyors (FIG)

Opening: Welcome and introduction to the session and panelists
Ms. Diane Dumashie (United Kingdom), President, International Federation of Surveyors

An overview of the global advocacy, networking, and knowledge creation role of FIG and its Commissions, and
its goals for the Arab region

Surv. Angela 0. Anyakora (Nigeria), FIG Young Surveyors Network (YSN)

An introduction to globally active YSN and its activities across the regions, including participation by the Arab
region and in the Arab region

Mr. Salaheldin Aabukashawa (Sudan), ISTIDAMA Cener for Land and Environmental Governance
Provides an understanding the scope, nature and role of Arab region land professionals1
Mr. Rafic Khouri (France), Arab Union of Surveyors

Kicks off the panel discussion by providing an overview of opportunities to bridge the divide between global and
Arab region land professional communities

Panel Discussion

Facilitate discussion by the Chair aimed an further unpacking the opening remarks, and stirring cross
discussion between panelists.

Open Forum

Invites attendees to contribute their experiences and ideas in order to identify actionable opportunities for
strengthening the role of land professionals across the Arab states

Closing
Chair to summarize key discussion points, debates, agreements and actions for the way ahead.
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Technical Session (11:30 - 13:30)
Land for housing and slum transformation

[Room: Red Room]

Access to adequate housing and sustainable urban development is a fundamental driver of social equity and
economic growth. However, many cities in the Arab region face challenges such as urban sprawl, informal
settlements, and inadequate housing, exacerbated by rapid urbanization, population growth, and displacement.
Addressing these issues requires innovative land governance solutions, urban planning strategies, and the use of
modern technologies to transform slums and create inclusive, livable cities. Strengthening land administration
systems and adopting environmentally sustainable approaches are critical steps toward ensuring equitable urban
development. This session will explore transformative solutions for land management and housing, focusing on
innovative practices and case studies from the region. It will feature an analysis of land administration reforms and
urban area redevelopment efforts in Djibouti, showcasing how policy and planning can revitalize urban spaces. The
session will also delve into the importance of geographic information systems (GIS) in population and housing
censuses, emphasizing their role in enhancing environmental statistics and urban planning.

A case study from Muscat, Oman, will examine how land distribution laws have contributed to urban sprawl, offering
insights into legislative approaches for managing growth more effectively. Additionally, the session will explore
spatial planning and land management strategies tailored for protracted displacement in dryland regions, highlighting
the role of nature-based solutions in addressing the unique challenges of these areas.

Through these discussions, the session aims to provide practical insights into integrating land governance, spatial
planning, and innovative technologies to support housing access, transform informal settlements, and promote
sustainable urban development across the region.

Chair: Ms. Deema Abu Thiab, Head of Country Programme, UN-Habitat Jordan

Technical Paper Presenters ‘

H.E. Mr. Omar Ali

Reform of Land Administration and Urban Area Redevelopment in Director General

Djibouti General Directorate of Lands and Land
Conservation, Djibouti
Dr. Siraj Sait

(University of East London, UK)
Prof. Dr. Heba Allah Essam E. Khalil
Cultural Resilience, Youth, and Housing, Land and Property Rights (Cairo University, Egypt)
during Urban Crisis: Evidence from Egypt, Morocco, and Saudi Arabia | Mr. Adil Sait

(London School of Economics, UK)
Mosaab EI-Ayachi (Biotope, Morocco)
Ms. Salma El-Shafie (Researcher, Egypt)
Dr. Waleed Wahaibi

The impact of land distribution laws on urban sprawl (case study: Urban and Rural Planner

Muscat, Oman) Ministry of Housing and Urban Planning —
Sultanate of Oman

Designing for Displacement: Spatial Planning and Land Management = Ms. Jia Cong Ang
Strategies and Nature-Based Solutions for Protracted Displacement in = Programme Management Officer
Dryland Regions UN-Habitat

Partners-led Session (11:30 — 13:30)

Land for housing and territorial development
[Room: Blue Room]
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Organizers: Ministry of National Territory Planning, Land Planning, Housing and City Policy (Morocco)
National Order of Topographical Engineers - ONIGT

This session, entitled " Land for housing and territorial development" organized as part of the 3rd Arab Land
Conference, addresses the challenges and opportunities linked to the mobilization and governance of land with the
aim to meet the growing needs in terms of housing and sustainable development of territories. It brings together
researchers, urban planning experts, policy makers and development stakeholders to examine ways to strengthen
land management, while integrating local, regional and national scales to meet the objectives of public housing and
territorial development

During this session, participants will discuss ways to strengthen land management, while integrating the local,
regional and national scales and will examine the challenges and opportunities of mobilizing land to meet the
objectives of public housing and development programs. The topics covered by the speakers include, but are not
limited to, the land issue in regional land use planning schemes, the role of regional housing plans as territorial
governance tools as well as the role of public actors and ways for public-private partnerships in the execution of
public programs.

Chair: Dr. Abdelwahed IDRISSI, ONIGT

Agenda item Presenters

Abdelwahed EL IDRISSI

Introduction on land under the influence of governance and planning scales (ONIGT): Chair

The land issue in the Regional Land Use Planning Schemes: Deficiencies and

: Ahmed Maliki (FSJP Settat)
corrective measures.

Taoufik BAHI (BET
Regional Housing Plans: Territorial governance and strategic planning tools aouft (BET)

Mohamed Mourad SEKKAT

Role of public actors and public-private partnership tools: Al Omrane Group model (HAO)

Partners-led Session (13:30 —15:00)

Progress in securing women'’s land rights in Morocco and the Arab region: the

contribution of land surveyors
[Room: Olive Room]

Organizers: Ordre National des Ingénieurs Géometres Topographes - ONIGT
NELGA North Africa, Global Land Tool Network, Arab Union of Surveyors

Noon Centre for Equality and Diversity, University of East London, UK

Royal Docks School of Business and Law, Housing and Building Research Centre

Women'’s access to land has been a key concern globally, particularly in the Arab region. Through discussions
surrounding the GLTN publication, Land, Law, and Islam (Sait and Lim, 2006), the tangled web of customary,
traditional, informal, religious, and formal tenure systems have been teased out through the continuum of land rights.
The subsequent two decades have been marked by greater awareness and interventions on securing and
strengthening women'’s land rights in the face of growing urban crisis in the Arab region including Covid, Conflict and
Climate. On the other hand, the process of securing women's land rights on collective lands in Morocco faces a
number of constraints. Firstly, persistent socio-cultural obstacles hinder women's full participation in land
management and decision-making. Secondly, there are technical challenges linked to the identification and
demarcation of collective lands, requiring specialized technical expertise. Coordination between the various
stakeholders, including local authorities, communities and surveying engineers, is also a major challenge. Finally, the
lack of awareness and access to information for women reduces their ability to defend their land rights. The objectives
behind the sessions are at the first level to discuss how the knowledge and evidence base and research on Arab land
issues, particularly in relation to women and girls have emerged and been effectively applied. Secondly to consider
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how networks and partnerships such as NELGA have evolved to reach the critical mass and what are the plans for
further sustained growth and outreach. Finally, it is relevant to Identify technical challenges and potential solutions to
improve the accuracy and transparency of the collective lands administration at the national level in Morocco in order
to highlight and promote collaboration between professionals under the umbrella of ONIGT, local authorities and civil
society organizations to integrate the gender dimension into land governance in Morocco.

AbdelaliTAOUSS ~ National Order of the surveying Engineers of Morocco - ONIGT ~ Morocco
Moha EL-AYACHI Network of Excellence on Land Governance in North Africa Morocco
Diane Dumashie International Federation of surveyors - FIG Danemark
Rafic Khouri Arab Union of Surveyors Lebanon
Siraj SAIT University of East London United Kingdom
Doaa El-sharif Housing and Building Research Centre Egypt
Mino RAMAROSAN HUAIROU COMMISSION, Global civil society Madagascar

Chair: Prof. Moha EL-AYACHI & Diane DUMASHIE

Agenda item Presenters

National experience on integrating the national policy on land and land Abdelali TAOUSS
rights of women regarding the collective lands

Knowledge and research-based development of women and land right Moha EL-AYACHI
access

Moderate the second part of the session with focus on the FIG role in Diane Dumashie

promoting women's land rights at the global level

women'’s land rights in the Arab region Rafic Khouri & Doaa El-sharif
Closing remarks will sum up the learning from the session and next Siraj SAIT & Mino RAMAROSAN

steps and how the dialogue will be mainstreamed into the work of
ONIGT/ partners

Partners-led Session (13:30 —15:00)

Crisis, Displacement and housing, land and property solutions in Lebanon
[Room: Red Room]

Organizers: UN-Habitat Lebanon Country Programme

This session directly relates to the theme of “Housing, land and property solutions for displacement and crisis”. It will
focus on past and ongoing crises and displacement in Lebanon, highlighting the government and public sector’s
approach to addressing these issues. The session will include a case study on the 2020 Beirut Port explosion,
exploring the lessons learned from it. The session will also present potential solutions for addressing the
displacement in Lebanon that has resulted from the escalation of 2024 the Hezbollah—Israel conflict by utilizing the
vacant buildings in Beirut. Representatives from the Lebanese Government will conclude by discussing the ongoing
crisis and displacement, and the state’s current efforts in addressing HLP issues. The main goal of the session is to
increase knowledge about HLP solutions during times of crisis and displacement in Lebanon, and to facilitate
discussions and collaborations that strive to advance solutions.

Speakers
Ms. Abir Zaatari Urban Planner and Research Coordinator Beirut Urban Lab (BUL)
Mr. Roger Karam Lawyer Legalis Law Firm
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Mr. Ali Ramadan Director Directorate General of Urban
Planning (DGUP)

Ms. Ornella Nohra Urban Planning Coordinator UN-habitat Lebanon Country
Programme

Chair: Ms. Ornella Nohra, Urban Planning Coordinator

Agenda item Presenters

Opener: Overview of the series of crisis and displacement in Lebanon UN-Habitat Lebanon
and the respective HLP solutions

Lessons learned from the BERYT project, which came as a response to Legalis Law Firm
the 2020 Port explosion crisis.

A proposition on recovering vacant housing in Beirut for emergency BUL
shelters

Current challenges and expected needs in dealing with the crisis and DGUP
displacement in Lebanon, and discussion on potential solutions.

Q&A

Partners-led Session (13:30 —15:00)
Restoring Housing, Land and Property for Displaced Communities: Syria, Yemen and
beyond

[Room: Blue Room]

Organizers: Habitat International Coalition

This event begins with an overview of forced displacement across the Arab region and the housing, land and
property (HLP) values to be restored, among other entitlements provided in international law. The panelists will
focus on Yemen and Syria as examples: Arab Youth Sustainable Development Network (Yemen) will present the
outcomes of research and consultations with Yemeni displacement victims, civil society and other relevant actors
on the impacts of land dispossession both during the previous government of Ali Abdullah Salih and in the context
of the ongoing war. Insight (Syria) will present outcomes of research and documentation focused on HLP
deprivation in northern and northwest Syria, where foreign militias have dispossessed and demolished HLP and
displaced households. The panelists will precent data on the affected persons’, households’ and communities’
costs, losses and damage with proposals for regional cooperation toward remedying this common phenomenon.
HIC-HLRN presentations present the applicable international norms for HLP restitution, its global efforts at
documenting and quantifying values in 30 other cases by applying quantification methods toward remedy for
victims consistent with the UN Remedy and Reparations Framework (A/RES/60/147) and Pinheiro Principles
(E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/17).

These presentations will culminate in discussion to explore prospects for regional cooperation toward remedying
such impacts, as have occurred in other regions such as the Balkans and Africa’s Great Lakes region. To develop this
vision, the event will share comparative analysis of other cases as illustrations of the efforts required for HLP
restitution for some 40,000,000 refugees and displaced persons across the Arab region.

Coordinator, Housing and Land Rights Network - Habitat

Joseph Schechla International Coalition Egypt
Muhammad al-Yatari Director, Arab Youth Sustainable Development Network (AYSD) = Yemen
Helez Fateh Abdulaziz Researcher, Insight Organization Syria
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Speakers

Legal advisor, Housing and Land Rights Network — Habitat

Ahmed Mansour Ismail International Coalition

Egypt

Chair: Joseph Schechla, Coordinator, Housing and Land Rights Network — Habitat International Coalition

Agenda item Presenters

Intro with inventory of regional cases for restitution Joseph Schechla

Yemen case M. al-Yatari

Syria case H. Abdulaziz

Legal framework for regional approaches A. Mansour

Discussion, Q&A Participants, J. Schechla moderating
Last words All

Closing Session (16:00 — 17:00)

[Room: Plenary - Olive Room]

As the Third Arab Land Conference concludes, this closing session reflects on the rich discussions, shared
experiences, and actionable solutions proposed during the event. The session will highlight the collective
achievements of stakeholders from governments, civil society, academia, the private sector, and international
organizations who have come together to advance robust land governance in the Arab region.

Building on the momentum set by the High-Level Sessions and the Partner-Led session and Technical Sessions, the
conference’s outcomes have been distilled into a Declaration—a unified commitment to addressing pressing land-
related challenges and leveraging opportunities for sustainable development. This Declaration underscores the
urgent need for collective action on critical issues such as land management during crises, housing and property
rights for displaced communities, women’s tenure security, land-based financing, and climate-resilient land
governance. The closing session will review the key themes and recommendations of the conference, emphasizing
the importance of turning these commitments into tangible actions. Participants will be called upon to implement the
Agenda for Action outlined in the Declaration, which serves as a roadmap for strengthening land governance systems,
fostering inclusive development, and ensuring the resilience and prosperity of the Arab region.

This session will conclude with a call for continued collaboration among stakeholders to uphold the principles of the
Declaration and drive meaningful progress. It marks the beginning of the collective journey to translate the
conference’s outcomes into impactful, long-lasting change for communities across the Arab region.

Chair Morocco Ministry of Housing

Ms. Fatima Ezzahra El Mansouri Minister of National Planning, Urban Planning, Morocco
Housing and Urban Policy

Mr. Mahmoud Fathallah Director of the Department of Housing, Water League of Arab
Resources, and Disaster Reduction States

Ms. Sukaina Al Nasrawi Lead of Sustainable Urban Development Portfolio UNESCWA

Mr. Adam Elhiraika Director of the Macroeconomics and Governance UNECA

Division of the Economic Commission for Africa

Ms. Rania Hedeya Regional Representative, Regional Office Arab States  UN-Habitat
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